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ABSTRACT 
121 Hong Kong and 115 Guang Zhou university students, representing two 
Chinese groups living in different social-economic-political systems, rated their 
current selves, past selves, ideal selves, parents, peers, and a number of ethnic targets 
including their in-groups, other Chinese and Asian groups, westerners, on a 
comprehensive list of personality constructs. Both groups of respondents perceived 
the typical Hong Kong Chinese target as different from the cluster of other Chinese 
groups (Guang Zhouese, Beijingese，Taiwanese, and Singaporean). Guang Zhou 
1» 
people identified themselves equally highly with the westerners and a number of 
Chinese groups; while Hong Kong only with the westerners and their in-group. Gunag 
Zhou people perceived the westerners and a number of Chinese groups as similar to 
their ideal self-image; while Hong Kong people perceived only the westerners as 
% 
similar to their ideal self and perceived the typical Guang Zhouese as extremely 
distant from their ideal image. Compared to the Gunag Zhou respondents, Hong Kong 
people had higher levels of identification conflict with their parents, peers, and a 
number of ethnic groups, and in an overall sense, had a higher level of identity 
diffusion. The results were discussed with respect to the current situations in Hong 
Kong and mainland China, and the future Hong Kong-Guang Zhou relationship. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Is cross-cultural psychology simply cross-racial? I f not, why have typical cross-
cultural studies always involved the comparison of groups like Caucasian, Hispanic, 
Japanese, Chinese, etc.. In fact, people of the same race may live in different societies. 
Chinese in mainland China, Chinese in Hong Kong, Chinese in Taiwan, Chinese in 
Singapore are all living under different social-economic-political systems. The idea of 
one-country-two-systems has been practiced in Hong Kong even after the 
reunification with mainland China since 1997. Although each of the above groups 
appeared in the same name of Chinese in the literature of cross-cultural psychology, 
when multiple Chinese groups were present in a single study (e.g., Hofstede, 1980; 
Chinese Culture Connection, 1987; Schwartz, 1994)，divergence was always found 
despite some similarities (for an overview, see Bond, 1996). 、 
In the present study, Chinese living in Hong Kong were compared to Chinese in 
a southern mainland China city, Guang Zhou, with respect to their ethnic stereotypes 
and identification patterns. How did the people of the same race but grown up in two 
social-economic-political systems differ in their conceptions ofthe world? What were 
their mutual stereotypes towards one another? How did they identify with significant 
others (e.g., parents, peers) and a number of ethnic groups (e.g., their own groups, 
other Chinese groups, Asian groups, and Westem groups). Whom they wanted to be? 
What were the consequences of different identification patterns? Higher self-esteem? 
Or identity diffusion? Al l these questions were addressed in this study. 
Ethnic Stereotypes 
“Heaven is a place with an American house, Chinese food, British police, a 
German car, and French art; hell is a place with a Japan house, Chinese police, 
Britishfood, German art, and a French car：' (stated in Ottati & Lee, 1995). 
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The world is filled up with people of different ethnicity, so are our minds with 
ethnic stereotypes. Stereotypes could be understood at two levels, the individual and 
the collective (for an overview, see Stangor & Schaller，1996). At the individual level, 
people could be considered as cognitive misers (Fiske & Taylor，1991); categorizing 
peop]e into groups and perceiving the world in stereotypes help us simplify the world 
and save us a lot of cognitive effort (e.g., MaCrae, Milne, & Bodenhausen，1994). At 
the collective level, stereotypes should be studied in the context of inter-group 
relationships; they are the shared beliefs about a group. For example, Walkey & 
It 
Chung (1996) found that both Chinese and European secondary school students had 
ff 
consensual views that Chinese was more hardworking while Europeans more 
individually rather than socially controlled; Bond (1986) found that both Chinese and 
American university students perceived Chinese as more emotionally controlled, less 
% 
open to others and less extroverted than Americans. 
Although stereotypes can be positive or negative, accurate or inaccurate, they are 
often associated with negative terms like prejudice and discrimination. However, 
understanding the underlying mechanism of stereotyping and how one group is 
perceived by another might help facilitate inter-group relations (e.g., Bond, 1986; 
Jussim, McCauley, & Lee，1995). To assess stereotypes at the collective level, it is 
important to distinguish between autostereotypes and heterostereotypes (Ottati & Lee， 
1995). The former is the belief towards one's own group (e.g.，what the Hong Kong 
Chinese think about the Hong Kong Chinese), while the latter is the belief towards 
another group (e.g., what the Hong Kong Chinese think about the Guang Zhou 
Chinese). In this study, besides the mutual perceptions of the two groups of 
respondent, their stereotypes towards a number of ethnic groups were measured as 
well so that their conceptions of different ethnic groups around the world could be 
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assessed and contrasted. 
Identifying Identity 
Another objective of the present study was to compare the ethnic identity 
patterns of the two groups of respondent. To capture the complex and difflised 
concept of "identity" (see Gleason, 1983; Phinney, 1990), a metatheoretical 
framework (Weinreich, 1980, 1989) was adopted, and identity was conceptualized as 
the identification pattem of a person with reference to a number of significant others 
it 
and ethnic groups. Before introducing this framework, it was helpful to review two 
fT 




Erikson is the key figure to popularize the concept of identity by introducing the 
term "identity crisis" (Erikson, 1959, 1968). Erikson conceptualized the life cycle as a 
series of psychosocial developmental stages, each characterized by a particular 
challenge or crisis, the resolution of which affects how the individual deals with each 
subsequent stage. I f an earlier crisis is not adequately dealt with, the resolution of 
subsequent ones is hindered. 
Erikson described the fifth stage, which taken place during adolescence, as that 
of identity versus identity confusion/diffusion. Adolescents are faced with dilemmas of 
who they are, whom they want to be. Resolution of these dilemmas wil l lead to an 
achieved state of identity. Otherwise, feelings of confusion arise. Erikson (1963， 
1968) mentioned the importance of identification with significant others in the 
growing process. During childhood, identification with parents and kin would be most 
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salient. When growing up, with the opportunity of knowing or meeting other people, 
some other identifications may take place. Erikson emphasized the need of 
resynthesizing elements of identification. Erikson did not explain the mechanism of 
resynthesis，but it could be understood that i f the elements of identification were 
incompatible, different degrees of conflict would be developed. 
Erikson's identity concept was criticized as unclear, imprecise, and metaphorical 
(see, e.g., Kroger, 1996). However, his insightful formulation of identity formation 
stimulated a number of approaches of identity research (Kroger, 1993). For example, 
It 
Marcia (1966，1980) operationalized the concept ofErikson into four identity statuses, 
产 
based on the combinations of whether a person has explored his/her identity options 
and whether a decision has been made. Other psychologists also proposed their own 
models of identity formation with different numbers of stages and different processes 
、 
involved (for an overview, see Phinney, 1990). The framework employed in this study 
is also based on the identity concept of Erikson, but it pays more attention to the 
identity options rather than the number of stages involved. More important, it clarifies 
the identity process by distinguishing different modes of identification. 
Social Identity Theory 
While Erikson and his successors take a developmental point of view, anoAer 
major area of identity research, the Social Identity Theory (SIT) approach (Tajfel, 
1981’ 1982; Tajfel & Tumer，1979)，emphasizes more on the group membership ofan 
individual. Social identity is defined as "that part of an individual7s self-concept 
which derives from his knowledge of his membership of a social group (or groups),， 
(Tajfel, 1981). Examples of social identity are student, professor, man, woman, black, 
white, Chinese, American, Japanese, fan of Roy Orbison, etc.. The SIT states that 
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individuals engage in social categorizations by grouping people in ways that make 
sense to them, and compare their own groups to others' groups on dimensions that 
they value. It also proposes that individuals tend to make group comparison in favor 
of their own groups so as to maintain their self-esteems (see e.g., Abrams & Hogg, 
1990). 
Employing the SIT approach, a number of research was done to address inter-
group relations, group conformity, collective action, stereotyping, group solidarity, 
ethnocentrism (for an overview, see Abrams & Hogg，1990). While the SIT approach 
I* 
tended to assume different social categories as theoretically equivalent (see e.g., 
fT 
Deaux, 1993)，there were questions that whether different group identities meant the 
same thing to different people (Brown & Williams，1984). Research began to 
investigate the contents and structure of social identity (e.g., Frable, 1993; Rosenberg, 
% 
1988; Dueax, Reid, Mizrahi, & Ethier, 1995). Besides, the assumptions ofthe SIT that 
in-group identification leading to the enhancement of self-esteem and out-group bias 
or negativity have also been questioned (e.g., Aboud & Skerry，1984; Weinreich, Luk, 
& Bond, 1996; Duckitt & Mphuthing，1998). 
Perhaps the major limitation of the SIT is that a rigid boundary has to be set 
between the in-group and out-group, and that social identification has to be made in 
an all-or-none fashion (see Weinreich, 1983). In societies with multi-ethnic contexts 
like Hong Kong, it makes perfect sense that Chinese people could identify with the 
westerner, a racially distinct out-group. For example, Lau & Kuan (1988) found that 
many Hong Kong Chinese people described themselves as westernized. However, 
under the SIT, the identity label is much more constrained; it is impossible for a 
Chinese person to "choose" the identity of the westerner. 
The inflexibility of the SIT has been modified in a number of ways. For example. 
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Brewer (1991) put forward her Optimal Distinctiveness Theory (ODT), arguing that 
people are motivated to be both individuated and socially connected to groups, 
resulting in the choice of an identity optimally satisfying the two opposing needs. In 
that sense, some identities are nested within others (e.g., the Chinese identity is nested 
within the human identity). Although the ODT approach is more flexible than that of 
the SIT by presenting more identity choices, in a multi-ethnic context, the identity 
structure would be extremely complex because some of the identities are nested while 
others might be independent or mutually exclusive. Perhaps to clarify all these 
t» 
complexities and overcome the limitation of the SIT approach, a clear conception of 
ff 
the term “identification” is needed. 
The Identity Structure Analysis 
% 
The theoretical framework adopted in the present study was the Identity 
Structure Analysis (ISA) developed by Weinreich (1980，1989). The ISA draws upon 
key ideas from Erikson's developmental approach of identity formation (Erikson， 
1968); personal construct theory proposed by Kelly (1955); sociological theories 
including symbolic interactionism, reference group and role-model theory (Mead, 
1934; Merton, 1968; Burke, 1980; Stryker, 1980; Alexandra & Wiley，1981); social 
comparison theory (Festinger, 1957); and cognitive-affective consistency theory 
(Heider, 1958). 
The ISA presents an open-ended metatheoretical framework of explicitly defined 
analytic concepts. It allows investigators to generate theoretical propositions and 
design the instrument most suitable to address the research question at hand 
(Weinreich, 1989，Weinreich, Luk, & Bond, 1996). For example, Hong Kong and 
Guang Zhou samples were compared in the present study, so the author could then 
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build up the instrument with comparison constructs which were meaningful to both 
groups; i f some other groups are compared, like American and Canadian, other 
culturally-relevant constructs wil l be needed. This flexible nature of the ISA allows 
investigators to adjust their research instruments to address the research question most 
suitably. With these emic (cultural specific) elements as inputs, the ISA can generate 
some etic (transcending cultures) indices of identity parameters so that cross-cultural 
comparisons are possible. These etic indices, such as identification with others, 
identity diffusion, are universally defined concepts which are important in 
1» 
understanding the identity and identification processes. 
ff 
The operation of the ISA requires respondents to rate their selves (current, ideal 
and past selves), significant others (e.g., parents, best friend), positive and negative 
role models (an admired person and a hated person), and different groups which are 
、 
derived from the research question and are meaningful to the respondents (e.g.， 
typical Hong Kong Chinese and typical Guang Zhou Chinese in the present study) 
according to a list of bipolar constructs. The degrees of similarity between construct 
ratings are then formulated into different modes of identification {empathetic, 
idealistic and contra-identifications). Conflict in identification with another 
(significant others or groups) and the identity diffusion of an individual can then be 
calculated. Before exploring the above terms in detail, the ISA definitions of identity 
and ethnic identity are given: 
One's identity is defined as the totality of one's self-construal, in which how one construes 
oneself in the present expresses the continuity between how one construes oneself as one 
was in the past and how one construes oneself as one aspires to be in the future (Weinreich, 
1980; Weinreich et. al.，1996). 
One's ethnic identity is defined as the part of the totality of one's self-construal made up 
of those dimensions that express the continuity between one?s constnial of past ancestry 
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and one's future aspiration in relation to ethnicity (Weinreich, 1986; Weinreich et. al., 
1996). 
These definitions emphasize on the continuity of the biographical past with 
future aspiration. For the ethnic identity, one's ancestry and one's ethnically related 
aspirations such as the expression of ethnicity and preferred lifestyle are all important 
aspects. 
Self-esteem 
In the ISA, the self-evaluation of an individual is assessed by reference to one's 
ideal self-image, which is defined and operationalized as one's construal of "me as I 
would like to be" (Weinreich, 1980，p.l6, definition 3.1.1). The ideal self-image 
expresses one's aspirational orientation, from which one's positive and negative 
values can be derived. 
% 
One's positive values are defined as those personal characteristics and guidelines for 
behavior which one aspires to implement for oneself in accordance with one's ideal self-
image (Weinreich, 1980, p.l6, definition 3.1.2). 
One's negative values are defined as the contrast to one's positive values, that is, those 
characteristics and patterns of behavior from which one would wish to dissociate 
(Weinreich, 1980，p.l6, definition 3.1.1). 
One's self-esteem is defined as one's overall self-assessment in terms of the 
continuing relationship between one's past and current self-images, in accordance 
with one's value system (Weinreich, 1980, p.l6, definition 3.5.3). I f one's current 
self-image contains more positive values and less negative values which are 
determined by one's ideal self-image, one's self-esteem wil l be higher. Put it simply, 
the more similar one's self image to one's ideal self image, the higher one's self 
esteem; the more discrepant one，self image to one's ideal self image, the lower one's 
self-esteem (see also Moretti & Higgins，1990; Eisenstadt & Leippe，1994), 
Aspirational and Empathetic Identification 
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The most important characteristic of the ISA is that it tackles the ambiguous term 
“identification” by distinguishing the following two modes: (a) aspirational or role 
model identification, identification with another representing what one aspires to be， 
or in contrary, not to be; and (b) empathetic or de facto identification, identification 
with another which represents a de facto commonality with that person. 
The empathetic identification with another is defined as the degree of similarity 
between the qualities one attributes to the other, whether good or bad, and those of 
one's current self-image (Weinreich, 1980,. P. 18, definition 3.3.1). In other words, i f 
1» 
a target shares many characteristics with one's current self-image, one wil l have a 
r' 
high degree of empathetic identification with that target; i f a target shares few 
characteristics with one's current self-image, one wil l have a low degree of 
empathetic identification with that target. 
% 
The aspirational identification can further be defined in terms of idealistic-
identification, which is associated with positive role models that one wishes to 
emulate; and cow/ra-identification, corresponding to the negative role-models from 
which one wishes to dissociate. Their formal definitions are as follows: 
The extent of one's idealistic-identification with another is defined as the degree of 
similarity between the qualities one attributes to the other and those one would like to 
possess as part of one's ideal self-image (Weinreich, 1980，p.l8, definition 3.3.3). 
The extent of one's contra-identification with another is defined as the degree of 
similarity between the qualities one attributes to the other and those from which one would 
wish to dissociate (Weinreich, 1980，p.l9, definition 3.3.4). 
In other words, i f a target shares many characteristics with one's ideal self-
image, one wi l l have a high degree of idealistic identification with that target; i f a 
target shares few characteristics with one's ideal self-image (or shares many 
characteristics with the opposite of one's ideal self-image), one wi l l have a low degree 
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of idealistic identification with that target (or one wil l contra-identify with that target). 
Conflict in Identification with Another 
As two modes of identifications are separated in the operation of ISA, it is 
possible that one empathetically identifies with someone but simultaneously contra-
identifies with that someone according to one's aspirational orientation. In that 
situation, a conflict in identification arises. Formally, 
In terms of one's current self-image the extent of one's identification conflict with another 
is defined as a multiplicative function of one's current (empathetic) and coritra-
identifications with that other (Weinreich, 1980, p.l9, definition 3.4:'1). 
In other words, i f a target shares many characteristics with one's current self-
image and at the same time shares few characteristics with one's ideal self-image, one 
wil l have a high degree of identification conflict with that target; i f a target shares few 
characteristics with one's current self-image, or that target shares many characteristics 、 
with one's ideal self-image, one wil l have a low degree of identification conflict with 
that target. 
Identity Diffusion 
One aim of the ISA is to provide clarity to the conceptualization of identity 
(Weinreich et al, 1996). The concept of identity diffusion introduced by Erikson 
(1968) is "diffused" as its name suggested. As mentioned before, investigators 
operationalize it in different ways. The ISA differs from those approaches (e:g.， 
Marcia, 1966, 1980; Phinney, 1989) by putting more emphasis on the incorporation of 
new identifications and the resolution of conflicts in existing identification which are 
dispersed over a range of significant others. A person experiences identity diffusion 
when hisylier unresolved identification conflicts are both considerable in magnitude 
and are diffused across several others (Weinreich, 1980). . 
The degree of one's identity diffusion is defined as the overall dispersion of，and magnitude 
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of, one's identification conflicts with significant others (Weinreich, 1980, p.l7, definition 
3.4.2). 
In other words, one may have different degrees of identification conflict with 
different significant targets, and one's overall level of identity diffusion is the average 
of the identification conflicts with all those significant targets. The ISA allows an 
optimum level of identity diffusion (Weinreich et al 1996). It is impossible in the real 
world for a person not to experience any degree of conflicted identification with 
others. Identity diffusion might provide the impetus towards reappraisals of both 
oneself and the others. People can resolve the conflicts by inducing re-evaluations of 
ff 
self in relation to the others within the limitations of one's currently existing value 
system, or by broadening one's value system and establishing a new context for one's 
self-definition (Weinreich, 1989; Weinreich et al, 1996). 
% 
All the above concepts of identity in the ISA are represented algebraically (see 
Appendix). It should be noted that in the operation of ISA, respondents are not asked 
explicitly which group they belong to or most identify with. Rather, the identification 
pattem and the corresponding consequences are analyzed implicitly. The ISA allows 
the possibility of making part- or multi-identification, not treating identification in an 
all or none fashion. After having an overview of the ISA instrument, the focus is then 
shifted to the two cities which were compared in the present study. 
Hong Kong 
Hong Kong has been a British colony for 150 years. It has a population of 6 
million, with 97% Chinese. At the time returning to China in July, 1997, Hong Kong 
has already been a famous international financial center. The impact of westem 
influence is evident in many aspects of life, from governmental policies,to leisure 
pattems. Its educational system mainly follows that of Britain. Although the major 
Identification 15 
language medium is Cantonese, a dialect of Chinese, students are trained to leam 
English in their early age. Hong Kong is often described as a place where East meets 
West. People have high respect for westem values and ways of life, but Chinese 
traditions are in high regard, too (see Bond & King，1986). Many traditional practices, 
like delivering or collecting red pocket money in Lunar New Year, eating moon-cake 
in the Mid-Autumn Festival, still occupy the lives of most Hong Kong people. 
Guang Zhou 
I* 
Guang Zhou is a capital city in southern China with a population of about 10 
ff 
million. Until the 80s, just as the other parts in the PRC, Guang Zhou was an old-
fashioned traditional city. However, as Deng Xiao Ping brought about the "open-
door" policy, Guang Zhou benefited a lot and its economy began to grow. However, 
、 
compared to Hong Kong, Guang Zhou is still behind. In fact, the economy of Guang 
Zhou can grow so fast partly because it is geographically near Hong Kong. Guang 
Zhou people treat Hong Kong as a model to leam from. Hong Kong idols (e.g., 
singers, movie or TV stars) are popular in Guang Zhou. Most Guang Zhou people 
watch Hong Kong television rather than their own (Zhu, Chen, & Kuo，1997). Guang 
Zhou people share the same dialect (i.e., Cantonese) as Hong Kong people, but their 
Mandarin is as good, too, because it is the official language used in China. 
Some Comparisons 
Hong Kong and Guang Zhou people have the same ancestry, share similar 
traditions, both use Cantonese as the major language of communication. Nonetheless, 
they live in two different social-economic-political systems. Owing to its ties with 
Britain and other westem countries, and its easier access to information, Hong Kong 
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is affected more by westem cultures and values. In recent studies (Hong Kong 
Federation of Youth Groups, 1994a，1994b) of comparing the self perceptions of 
different Chinese groups, it was found that Guang Zhou (and also Beijing) people 
were more patriotic, had a stronger sense of ethnicity as Chinese, and expressed more 
interests in politics than Hong Kong respondents. Asking Hong Kong, Guang Zhou, 
and Beijing respondents what they thought, and what they thought the other group 
thought about the ethnic status of Hong Kong people after 1997，Zhu, Chen, and Kuo 
(1997) found that both Guang Zhou and Beijing respondents underestimated Hong 
I* 
Kong people's choosing Hong Konger rather than Chinese as ethnicity, while Hong 
fT 
Kong respondents tended to overestimate mainlanders' desires to influence Hong 
Kong affairs. 
% 
Preliminary Studies in Hong Kong 
Because of the retum of sovereignty in 1997, there were research projects 
addressing the identities of Hong Kong people and their perceptions towards other 
ethnic groups including the mainlanders (e.g., Lam, Chiu, Lau, & Hong, 1995; Hong, 
Chiu, Yeung, & Tong，1997) during the transition period. Generally speaking, it was 
found that Hong Kong people tended to perceive the mainlanders not so positively. 
For example, in Lam et al (1995)'s study, Hong Kong participants described the 
typical mainland Chinese as "out-of-style", "poor", and "conservative", while their in-
group (the Hong Konger) as "smart", "diligent", "materialistic", "fashionable", 
"efficient", "energetic", "prosperous", “realistic”，"busy", and "open-minded". In 
these studies, the respondents were also asked to choose one of following identities: 
(a) "Hongkonger"; (b) "Hongkonger, only secondarily Chinese"; (c) "Chinese, only 
secondarily Hongkonger"; (d) "Chinese". The finding was that those choosing the 
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Hongkonger identity tended to perceive the mainlanders more negatively compared to 
those choosing the Chinese identity (e.g., Lam et al, 1995). 
It should be noted that assessing identity by the above method was under the 
paradigm of the Social Identity Theory. Although it employed the Optimal 
Distinctiveness Theory (Brewer, 1991) to include both the superior "Chinese" identity 
and the nested "Hongkonger" identity for the respondents to choose, the 
identifications with other ethnic groups, such as the westerners, were not available. 
Moreover, even four choices were provided, since they were discrete, the respondents 
i> 
had to make an all-or-none decision in choosing an identity. 
/r 
In Weinreich, Luk, & Bond (1996)'s study, the ISA framework was adopted to 
study the ethnic identification patterns of Hong Kong university students. It was 
found that the respondents identified themselves highly with the westerners 
> 
(American, British, and American-bom Chinese) and with their in-group (the Hong 
Kong Chinese). Lesser degrees of identification were with the traditional Chinese, the 
oriental group (Taiwanese and Japanese), and the developing group (Guang Zhou 
Chinese, Filipino, Vietnamese boatpeople). Moreover, higher degree of identification 
with the Hong Kong Chinese was associated with the identifications with both parents 
and peers, along with higher levels of self-esteem. Identifications with the westerners 
were not associated with parental identification but with peer identification and self-
esteem. On the contrary, the identification wi th the traditional Chinese or the oriental 
group was associated with parental identification together with identity diffusion. 
Identification with the developing group was related to high identity diffusion and 
correlated negatively with peer identification and self-esteem. 
Although there were studies conducted in Hong Kong to study how mainland 
people were perceived by Hong Kong, perceptions from mainland people towards the 
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Hong Kong people were rarely explored. In the present study, the ethnic stereotypes 
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M E T H O D 
The Identity Instrument 
The ISA instrument requires a list of entities (targets) including selves, role 
models, significant others and groups; and a list of bipolar constructs. The instrument 
adopted in the present study was based on the one used in Weinreich et al (1996)'s 
study. Since Weinreich et al (1996)'s instrument was developed in Hong Kong, in 
order not to design the study in an "imposed etic" manner (Berry, 1989)，some 
refinements were made after consulting scholars who are familiar with the Hong 
it 
Kong-mainland relationship and the, situation in China. The refinements included 
deleting two ethnic groups of which Guang Zhou people were not familiar with. They 
were the "Vietnamese boat people" and "Filipinos". To replace them, the "bidian" 
and "Russian" were added to represent two groups that were not economically well- 、 
developed. Most importantly, unlike the Vietnamese boat people and Filipinos which 
were much more meaningful to Hong Kong people, the Indian and Russian were 
familiar to both Guang Zhou and Hong Kong people. By the same token, the "British" 
target was also deleted because Hong Kong had a close tie with Britain for 150 years 
of colonization but Guang Zhou people had much less interaction with British people. 
The group of "Singaporean", representing a modernized Chinese group having its 
own sovereignty and unique social-economic-political system, was added. In. a 
previous study (Mak, 1993)，the Singaporean was clustered with the Ideal Chinese in 
terms of their value endorsement in the perception of Hong Kong people. Finally, the 
"Beijingese", representing a northern Chinese group as opposed to the southern 
Guang Zhou group, was added as well. When Deng Xiao Ping put forward the open-
door policy and the doors began to be opened in the southern coastal areas, there were 
worries about the impact of westem capitalistic values on the south as compared to 
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the less-opened north, which might result in the identity differences between north 
and south (see e.g., Siu, 1993; Faure & Siu，1995). Beijing was chosen because it is a 
northern China city and has been the capital of China since the Ming dynasty, 
characterized by its preservation of many traditional architectures and cultural 
elements. It could thus be contrasted to the more door-opened Guang Zhou which 
might be less associated with Chinese traditions. 
The remaining ethnic targets were those selected in the Weinreich et al (1996) 
study. They were the in-groups of the respondents: the "Hong Kong Chinese" and 
It 
"Guang Zhou Chinese", the "Taiwanese", the "Japanese", the "American", the 
/r 
"American-bom Chinese", and the “Traditional Chinese". Therefore, a total of 11 
ethnic targets and 9 more standard or important entities of the ISA system, including 
the current self, past self, ideal self, father, mother, etc., (see table 1) were included. 
% 
As Brand, Ruiz and Padilla (1974) suggested that specifying the gender of the ethnic 
targets could help the respondents imagine them more easily, a male and a female 
versions of the identity instrument were used in this study, with the 11 ethnic targets 
formulated as male or female respectively (see table 1). Half of the respondents had to 
answer the male version of the instrument, while the other half the female version. 
Another refinement made after the consultation with the scholars who are 
familiar with the Hong Kong-Guang Zhou relationship was to add some constructs 
» 
which were important in the mutual perceptions of Guang Zhou and Hong Kong 
people. Five new bipolar constructs were added. They are flexible vs. inflexible, 
democratic vs. authoritarian, not interested in politics vs. interested in politics, 
impolite vs. polite, difficult to communicate vs. easy to communicate. The remaining 
16 bipolar constructs were those used in the Weinreich et al (1996)'s study, all being 
personality traits derived from a comprehensive，reliable, and "culturally-balanced" 
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measure of person-perception, the Sino-American Person Perception Scale (SAPPS) 
(Yik & Bond，1993). The SAPPS consists of the following eight dimensions: 
Emotional Stability, Extroversion, Openness to Experience, Application, 
Assertiveness, Helpfulness, Restraint, and Intellect. The 16 constructs comprise two 
items with the highest factor loading for each of the eight dimensions. The complete 
lists of the 20 entities and 21 constructs were as shown in Table 1. The order of the 21 
constructs was randomized with positive and negative poles balanced to avoid any 
order or response effects. 
•• 
产 
Insert Table 1 about here 
The instruments were presented to the respondents in Chinese. For those entities 
« 
and constructs that have been used in Weinreich et al (1996)'s study, a Chinese 
version has already been present. The newly added items were first translated to 
Chinese and then back translated by another person to ensiu*e the original meanings 
were retained. Moreover, since Guang Zhou people might not use the same words as 
Hong Kong people used in some expressions, a Ph.D. student from Guang Zhou who 
was studying in Hong Kong was consulted whether the wordings in the instrument 
had the same meanings to both Guang Zhou and Hong Kong people. In addition, the 
instrument given to the Hong Kong sample was in complex character, while that 
given to the Guang Zhou sample was in simple character. 
Each instrument presented to the respondents contained 21 pages. At the top of 
each page was a pair of bipolar constructs (therefore 21 pages were needed). Below 
the constructs were 20 9-point scales aligned with the 20 entities. The scale employed 
a bi-directional center-zero rating method (4,3,2,1,0,1,2,3,4), thus making no pre-
^ Identification 22 
assumptions of positive (favorable) or negative (unfavorable) association with either 
end. Respondents could then rate the 20 entities (or targets) in the same page based on 
the bipolar constructs. 
Participants 
121 Hong Kong Chinese and 115 Guang Zhou Chinese were recruited in the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) and South China Normal University 
(SCNU, an university in Guang Zhou) respectively. However, unlike the CUHK in 
II 
which the students are mostly Hong Kong residents, the SCNU accepts students from 
all over China. Therefore, research assistants were hired to contact those students in 
the SCNU who were actually Guang Zhou residents to participate in this study. Of the 
121 Hong Kong participants, 56 are males and 65 females. For the Guang Zhou 
sample, there were 55 men and 60 women. In other words, the sex-ratios in both 
samples were approximately balanced. 
Procedure 
Al l the data were collected on a class basis. Each participant received the 21-
page instrument on class, and was told to finish it alone. Half of the male respondents 
received the male version (male ethnic target) of the instrument and the other half 
with the female version. Similarity, the male and female versions of the instrument 
were each given to half of the female respondents. Participants were allowed an hour 
to finish the instrument but most of them finished within 40 minutes. The completed 
instruments were collected at the end of the class. 
^ Identification 23 
R E S U L T S 
Metric Equivalence 
Since this is a cross-cultural study, metric equivalence should be built before 
making any meaningful comparison of the two samples. The EQS program (Bentler & 
Wu, 1993) was adopted to assess whether the factor structures of the two samples are 
comparable through the methods of multi-sample confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) 
and structural equation modeling. The chi-square to degree of freedom ratio {x^/df), 
root mean square error of approximation (RMSEA), nonnormed fit index 0vfNFI), and 
comparative fit index (CFI) were used to evaluate the goodness of fit of the model. A 
value less than 2 for 乂 观 0.08 for RMSEA, and a value greater than 0.8 for NNFI 
and CFI would indicate acceptable fit (Bentler, 1992; Browne & Cudeck, 1993). 
The skeleton of the present study consisted of the items selected from the Sino- 、 
American Person Perception Scale (SAPPS) which was derived by tapping both 
westem and indigenous Chinese constructs. However, its factor structure has not been 
tested with the Guang Zhou sample. Thus the first step in establishing the metric 
equivalence was to examine whether the original factor structure of the SAPPS 
existed in both samples. With the covariance matrixes of the self-ratings of the two 
groups of participant as inputs, a model was fitted with the 16 SAPPS items each 
loaded on the corresponding 8 dimensions. The multi-sample CFA obtained the 
following results: ; jycj^l.51; RMSEA=0.047; NNFI=0.855; CFI=0.908, suggesting 
that the original factor structure of the SAPPS fitted in both samples. 
Sirice 5 new items were added to the 16 SAPPS items in this study, the next step 
was to examine whether these new items loaded on the original 8 dimensions or 
created new dimensions. Noticing that a common structure might not be found as 
expedient as a well established instrument like the SAPPS (Yik & Bond，1993)，CFAs 
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were first conducted separately for the two samples. For the Hong Kong sample, the 
original 8 dimensions remained with new items democratic and easy to communicate 
with both loaded on Extroversion, interested in politics loaded on Assertiveness, 
polite on both Extroversion and Restraint, flexible on Extroversion, Emotional 
Stability, and Assertiveness. For the Guang Zhou sample, a 9-factor solution was 
obtained instead, with easy to communicate with loaded on Extroversion, interested in 
politics on Restraint, flexible on Assertiveness, democratic and polite constructing a 
new dimension. It could be seen that the only common structure was that easy to 
t« 
communicate with loaded on Extroversion. For the items of democratic and polite, a , 
close linkage combined to form a separate dimension was found in the Guang Zhou 
group, but these two items tended to be loaded on the original dimensions in Hong 
Kong. 
% 
Multi-sample CFAs were then conducted to see whether a common factor 
structure could be obtained across the samples. Both the 8-factor and 9-factor models 
were fitted with all sorts of modifications made. An acceptable solution was, 
however, not found. In order to proceed with a common core which was metrically 
equivalent for the two samples, four of the new items were dropped. The remaining 
item, easy to communicate with, was fitted to be loaded on Extroversion, together 
with the original 16 SAPPS items on their corresponding 8 dimensions. A good-fitted 
model was obtained with the following multi-sample CFA results: x^df=\A%\ 
RMSEA=0.045; NNFI=0.866; CFI=0.91. 
Therefore, 17 items, comprising the 8 SAPPS dimensions (with Extroversion 
having 3 items), were used for the remaining analysis of the present study. Although 
four of the new items were dropped due to the requirement of metric equivalence, it 
was recommended that future studies could address those differences of the two 
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samples: Guang Zhou people perceived democratic as closely related to the construct 
of politeness, while Hong Kong people tended to view the former as a component of 
Extroversion, the latter as relating to both Extroversion and Restraint. 
Cluster Analysis 
Each participant had to rate either a male or female version of the 11 ethnic 
targets (e.g., the typical Hong Kong Chinese, the typical American, the Traditional 
Chinese) on a comprehensive list of items, the next analysis was to compare the 
ii 
ethnic groupings of the two samples using cluster analyses. The sores given to each 
产 
ethnic target on each ofthe 8 SAPPS dimensions were calculated. 2 (sex of target) x 2 
(sex of respondent) x 11 (ethnic target) repeated measure ANOVAs were then 
conducted on each ofthe 8 SAPPS dimensions within each sample to see whether the 
% 
data could be pooled across sex of target or sex of respondent. I f the effects of sex 
(target or respondent) interacted with those of ethnicity of target, cluster analyses 
should be conducted separately for male and female targets or for male and female 
respondents. Otherwise, the data could be pooled together. Because of the large 
number of tests included, the probability level was set at 0.01 for the remaining 
analyses. 
For the Hong Kong sample, sex of respondent did not interact with ethnicity of 
target or sex of target on any of the 8 SAPPS dimensions. However, significant 
interactions between sex of target and ethnicity of target were found on 3 of the 8 
dimension: Openness to Experience (F(10,108)=4.04, p<.001), Assertiveness 
(F(10,108)=24.53, p<.001, and Restraint (F(10,108)=7.96, p<.001). For the Guang 
Zhou sample, sex of respondent only interacted with the ethnicity of target on the 
dimension of Emotional Stability (F(10,102)=4.33, p<.001). Significant interactions 
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between sex of target and ethnicity of target were found on 6 SAPPS dimensions: 
Emotional Stability (F(10,102)=2.75, p<.01), Extroversion (F(10,102)=2.55, p<.01), 
Application (F(10,102)=7.44, p<.001), Assertiveness (F(10,102)=13.17, p<.001), 
Restraint (F(10,102)=3.42, p<.01), and Helpfulness (F(10,102)=3.01, p<.01). Since 
the interaction effect between sex of respondent and ethnicity of target was found 
only once, it was reasonable to pool together the ratings of male and female 
respondents before proceeding to the cluster analyses. However, as sex of target 
interacted with ethnicity of target on a total of three dimensions for the Hong Kong 
1» 
sample and six for the Guang Zhou sample, it was better to consider the male and 
/f 
female ethnic targets separately. Therefore, a total of four (2: samples, 2: sex of 
target) ethnic grouping were left to be explored. 
Cluster analyses for the 11 ethnic targets were conducted for each sample and for 、 
each sex oftarget. For the Hong Kong sample, four overlapped clusters for both male 
and female targets were obtained at the dendrogram's rescaled distance of around 5， 
as shown in figure 1.1 and 1.2. The American (US) and the American-bom Chinese 
(ABC) clustered together, so did the Japanese (JAP) and the Traditional Chinese 
(TC). The Hong Kong Chinese (HK) formed a separate cluster, while the other four 
groups of Chinese: Guang Zhou (GZ), Beijing (BJ), Taiwan (TW) and Singapore 
(SE^G), comprised the remaining cluster with the Indian (IND) and Russian (RUS). 
Moving a little bit backward (rescaled distance of around 3), the last cluster could be 
further decomposed, but the contents of group were not the same for male and female 
targets. For male targets, two more clusters could be discerned with BJ, STNG, and 
TW comprised the first cluster, while ESfD, RUS, and GZ the second. For female 
target, three more groupings could be seen with BJ and SEMG the first, RUS, TW and 
GZ the second, Indian alone the third. 
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Insert Figures 1.1 & 1.2 about here 
The ethnic grouping from the viewpoint of the Guang Zhou sample was slightly 
different. At the rescaled distance of around 5, a six- and a five-cluster solutions were 
obtained for male and female targets respectively. Similar to the perception of the 
Hong Kong respondents, the four Chinese groups: GZ, BJ, TW and SE^G formed a 
cluster with the RUS. However, the Indian (E^D) was no longer in the above cluster 
It 
but formed a cluster alone. The Japanese (JAP) woman was perceived as similar to 
fT 
the Traditional Chinese (TC) woman, but the JAP man was not and formed two 
separate groups with the TC man. Finally, the clustering of the typical American (US) 
and American-bom Chinese (ABC) and the HK target's forming a cluster alone 
% 
replicated only for male targets in the perceptions of Guang Zhou respondents. For 
female targets, the US was a separate cluster while the ABC tended to join with the 
HK. The cluster results were as shown in figures 1.3 and 1.4. 
Insert Figures 1.3 & 1.4 about here 
To summarize, four Chinese groups: Guang Zhou, Beijing, Taiwan and 
Singapore, were perceived to cluster together for both samples no matter the gender of 
target. The Japanese were viewed as similar to the Traditional Chinese except for 
male target perceived by the Gunag Zhou sample. On the side of differences, Indian 
formed a separate group in the eyes of Guand Zhou people, but was clustered with the 
four Chinese groups and the Russian in those of Hong Kong people. Finally, 
American and American-bom Chinese were viewed as a group except for the female 
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target by the Guang Zhou sample, in which American-bom Chinese woman was 
perceived as more similar to Hong Kong woman. 
Miit^al Stereotypes 
In the cluster analysis, the groupings of a number of ethnic targets of the two 
samples were explored. In this section, the focus was on the 2 groups participating in 
the present study, the Hong Kong and Guang Zhou Chinese, their autostereotypes and 
heterostereotypes, together with their self-perceptions. Before making cross-cultural 
It 
comparisons of the mean, however, any response bias should first be controlled for 
r 
(see e.g., Schwartz, 1994). After averaging all the scores given by the 2 samples for 
the whole instrument, a significant mean difference of 0.258 (F(1,234)=27.67, 
p<.001) out ofthe 9-point scale was found, with the Guang Zhou respondents tended 
、 
to rate every targets slightly higher on average. Therefore, the scores of the Guang 
Zhou sample were all adjusted by subtracting the value of 0.258 before comparing 
with those of Hong Kong. It should be noted that adding or subtracting a constant 
would not affect the factor structures, cluster analyses, or the identification indexes 
calculated in the later part of this study. 
Insert Table 2 about here 
The ratings given to the in-group and out-group, and the self-ratings of the two 
groups were as summarized in table 2. For the self-ratings, no significant difference 
was found for any of the 8 dimensions across the two samples. To assess whether the 
groups of respondent had a consistent view over the typical Hong Kong and typical 
Guang Zhou Chinese, ANOVAs were conducted for each of the two targets across the 
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two samples over the 8 dimensions. 
For the typical Hong Kong Chinese, the two groups of respondent seemed to 
have a consistent view since no significant difference was found for 6 of the 
dimensions; for the remaining two, Guang Zhou respondents tended to rate the typical 
Hong Kong Chinese higher on Helpfulness (F(1,234)=6.955, p<.01) and Intellect 
(F(1,234)=18.58, p<.001) than Hong Kong respondents did, as shown in figure 2.1. 
Insert Figure 2.1 about here 
“ 
For the typical Guang Zhou Chinese, however, many more discrepancies were 
found; the two groups of raters differed on 7 of the 8 dimensions, with Hong Kong 
respondents rating their out-group lower on Extroversion (F(1,234)=45.375, p<.001), 
Openness to Experience (F(1,234)=66.024, p<.001), Application (F(1,234)=8.897, 
p<.01), Assertiveness (F(1,234)=35.27, p<.001), Helpfulness (F(1,234)=28.865, 
p<.001), Intellect (F(1,234)=68.127, p<.001), higher on Emotional Stability 
(F(l,234)=7.66, p<.01), as shown in figure 2.2. 
Insert Figure 2.2 about here 
The next step was to examine how the typical Hong Kong and Guang Zhou 
Chinese differed in their personality profiles. The average ratings (from both Hong 
Kong and Guang Zhou respondents) given to the typical Hong Kong and Guang Zhou 
Chinese were as shown in figure 2.3. As the two groups of respondents indicated 
discrepancies in their views, repeated measure ANOVAs were conducted with the 
target (typical Hong Kong vs. typical Guang Zhou Chinese) as the within-subject 
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variable, sample (Hong Kong vs. Guang Zhou respondents) as the between-subject 
variable. Main effects oftarget were found on 7 of the 8 dimensions, with the typical 
Hong Kong Chinese received higher ratings on 6 dimensions: Extroversion 
(F(1,234)=23.291, p<.001); Openness to Experience (F(1.234)=67.651, p<.001); 
Application (F(1,234)=126.914, p<.001); Assertiveness (F(1,234)=34.853, p<.001); 
Restraint (F(1,234)=10.912, p<.01) and Intellect (F(1,234)=33.317, p<.001), lower on 
only Emotional Stability (F(1,234)=133.538, p<.001). No significant difference was 
found on the dimension ofHelpfulness. 
“ 
r 
Insert Figure 2.3 about here 
However, significant interaction effects were also found on the dimensions of 
% 
Extroversion (F(1,234)=11.92, p<.01), Openness to Experience (F(1,234)=21.758, 
p<.001), Assertiveness (F(1,234)=12.617, p<.001), and Intellect (F(1,234)=13.875, 
p<.001). Simple main effect results suggested that while Guang Zhou raters did not 
rate the targets differently, Hong Kong respondents rated their in-group higher on 
Extroversion (t(120)=5.158, p<.001), Assertiveness (t(120)=6.076, p<.001), and 
Intellect (t(120)=6.57, p<.001). For Openness to Experience, both groups agreed that 
the typical Hong Kong should be higher than the typical Guang Zhou Chinese, but a 
greater difference was given by Hong Kong raters (t(120)=8.622, p<.001) than by 
Guang Zhou raters (t(l 14)=2.704, p<.01). 
To summarize, the two groups have a much more consensual view on the typical 
Hong Kong target than the typical Guang Zhou target. Moreover, the Hong Kong 
target was given consenually higher ratings on Openness to Experience, Application, 
and Restraint, lower on Emotional Stability. On the dimensions of Extroversion, 
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Assertiveness, and Intellect, Hong Kong respondents gave higher ratings to their in_ 
group, but Guang Zhou respondents gave roughly the same ratings to both targets. 
Tdt^nfifipation with the Ethnic Targets 
With the 11 ethnic targets, the ISA calculated the empathetic, idealistic, and 
conflict in identification indexes for each respondent (for calculation detail, see 
Appendix). Since male and female respondents had to rate either a male or female 
version ofthe target, 2 (sex oftarget) x 2 (sex of respondent) x 2 (city) x 11 (ethnic 
“ 
target) repeated measure ANOVAs were conducted to see whether the data could be 
r 
pooled together. I f main effects were not found for sex of target and sex of 
respondent, nor did their interactions with other variables, the data set could become a 
simplified 2 (city) x 11 (target) design. The ANOVAs were conducted for each ofthe 
% 
3 identification indexes separately. 
For empathetic identification，only the main effects of city (F(1,187)=10.186, 
p<.01) and target (F(10,178)=22.146, p<.001), and their interaction (F(10,178)=6.472, 
p<.001) were significant; no main or interaction effects were found for sex oftarget or 
sex of respondent. Similar results were obtained for both idealistic identification and 
conflict in identification. For idealistic identification, only the main effects of city 
(F(l,187)=H.857, p<.01) and target (F(10,178)=53.665, p<.001), and their interaction 
(F(10,178)=12.863, p<.001) were significant. For conflict in identification, the main 
effects ofcity (F(1,187)=18.209, p<.001) and target (F(10,178)=27.043, p<.001) were 
significant, and so was their interaction (F(10,178)=4.041, p<.001); no significant 
effects were found for sex of target and sex of respondent, nor their interactions with 
other variables. The above results indicated that the data could be pooled across sex of 
target and sex of respondent. 
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Empathetic Identification 
The empathetic identifications with various ethnic targets (i.e., the similarity 
between the current self and the ethnic target) for the Hong Kong and Guang Zhou 
respondents were as shown in figure 3.1. Since the repeated measure ANOVA 
indicated a significant interaction effect between city and target (F(10,178)=6.472, 
p<.001), further analyses of both within-sample and between-sample were conducted. 
Across the 2 samples, as shown in figure 3.1，Guang Zhou respondents identified 
themselves more with 4 ethnic targets: the Gunag Zhouese (GZ: F(l,231)=55.318, 
i> 
p<.001), the Singaporean (SING: F(l,218)=6.858, p<.01), the Beijingese (BJ: 
fT 
F(l,231)=9.131, p<.01), and the Russian (RUS: F(l,204)=6.869, p<.01) than Hong 
Kong respondents. It should be noted that the former three were all Chinese groups. 
No significant difference was found for the empathetic identification with the 
、 
remaining ethnic targets. It should also be noted that the Hong Kong respondents 
identified themselves extremely low with the typical GZ target，as reflected by the 
greatest difference obtained. 
Insert Figure 3.1 about here 
Besides comparing across the 2 groups of respondents, we could also compare 
the empathetic identifications with different ethnic targets within each sample. As a 
total of 11 targets were involved in the comparison within each sample, it was helpful 
to present significant or non-significant differences in a table. The results of 
significant differences among the empathetic identifications with different ethnic 
targets were as shown in table 3. 
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Insert Table 3 about here 
For the Hong Kong sample, beginning from the right, it can be seen that the 
empathetic identifications with the Guang Zhou (GZ), Russian (RUS), and Indian 
(IND) targets were equally lowest. The identification with the Taiwan target (TW) 
was as low as the GZ and RUS but higher than the ESfD. At the middle of the range, 
there were the identifications with the Traditional Chinese (TC), Japanese (JAP), 
1» 
Singaporean (SDMG), and Beijingese (BJ), and they did not significantly differ from 
/r 
one another. At the top, there were the identifications with the respondents' in-group 
(HK), the American-bom Chinese (ABC), and the American (US). Although the 
identifications of these three groups were significantly higher than those with SING 
、 
and BJ, no significant difference between the three groups and TC was found. The 
identification with JAP was lower than with HK but not different from the 
identification with ABC or US. 
For the Guang Zhou sample, the only lowest-identified group was the E^D. The 
TW, JAP, and RUS formed a cluster at the low-identified range. The empathetic 
identifications with the SING, BJ, and TC did not differ, but only the former two were 
significantly higher than the group comprised with TW, JAP, and RUS. At the top of 
the range, there were the identifications with the ABC, US, HK, and the in-group of 
the respondents (GZ). Although the identifications with these highest four groups did 
not differ from those with BJ and SESfG (except between ABC and BJ), they were all 
higher than the identifications with TC onwards. It should also be noted that although 
compared to the Hong Kong sample, the TC and JAP targets received lower ranks in 
the perception of the Guang Zhou respondents, the degrees ofidentification with these 
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two groups were in fact the same across the two samples, as shown in figure 3.1. 
To summarize, both samples highly empathetically identified with the westerners 
(US and ABC). Guang Zhou respondents also highly identified with four 
contemporary Chinese groups, including their in-group (GZ), the HK, the BJ, and the 
SING, but Hong Kong respondents only with their in-group (HK). Both samples 
identified lowest with the ENfD，suggesting that this group shared the fewest 
characteristics with the respondents. However, the identification with the typical GZ 
target for the Hong Kong sample was also very low, much lower than that perceived 
it 
by the Guang Zhou sample. Hong Kong respondents also identified much less than 
fT 
the Guang Zhou respondents with the BJ and SING targets. 
Idealistic Identification 
The idealistic identification (i.e., the similarity with the ideal self) patterns of the 
% 
two samples were as shown in figure 3.2. As with the empathetic identification 
results, analyses were conducted both between- and within-sample. Between the Hong 
Kong and Guang Zhou samples, significant differences were found for the idealistic 
identifications with four targets: the GZ (F(1,231)=97.183, p<.001), HK (F(1, 
234)=14.97, p<.001), BJ (F(1,231)=10.441, p<.01), and RUS (F(1, 204)=7.128, 
p<.01), all with Guang Zhou people identifying more. In other words. Hong Kong 
respondents tended to perceive the above ethnic targets as more distant from their 
ideal self-image than Guang Zhou people did. It should be noted for Hong Kong 
respondents, the idealistic identification with the GZ target was extremely low, and 
that with.their in-group (HK) was even lower than that perceived by the Guang Zhou 
people. 
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Insert Figure 3.2 about here 
The comparisons within samples were as shown in table 4. Within the Hong 
Kong sample, it could be seen that the identification with the GZ and IND targets 
were equally low. It could be put in the opposite way that these two target groups 
possessed the most characteristics that Hong Kong people perceived to be 
undesirable. The identifications with the TW, JAP, TC, and RUS targets were higher 
1» 
than those with the GZ and ESfD targets but were still low. On the top of the range, the 
r 
ABC and US targets were perceived to have the most desirable characteristics, much 
more than the rest ethnic targets. The idealistic identification with the SESfG was not 
different from that with the in-group of the respondents (HK). It should be noted that 
、 
Singaporeans were not so highly identified with in the empathetic identification 
results, they were perceived as highly similar to the ideal image of Hong Kong 
people, just ranked lower than the ABC and US targets. The BJ target was less 
idealistically identified with than the Singaporean, but was no different from the HK 
target. 
Insert Table 4 about here 
The pattem of the Guang Zhou sample was simpler than that of the Hong Kong 
sample. As seen in table 4，the ESfD was single most distant from the ideal self image 
of Guang Zhou people. Although the RUS, TW, JAP, and the TC were not perceived 
having too much desirable characteristics, they were all perceived more favorably 
than the Indian. At the top, just like the Hong Kong sample, the ABC was perceived 
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as closest to the ideal image. However, the degree of idealistic identification with the 
ABC was not significantly different from those with the US, HK, and SESfG targets. 
The identifications with the GZ and BJ were lower than that with the ABC but not 
different from those with US, HK, and S ^ G . 
To summarize, both groups perceived the westerners (US and ABC) as highly 
similar to their ideal self-image. Guang Zhou people also perceived the typical 
Chinese targets (HK, GZ, BJ, and SBSfG) as highly similar to their ideal image. But 
for Hong Kong people, none of the idealistic identifications with Chinese groups were 
1» 
comparable to those of the westerners. The perception of Hong Kong people towards 
fT 
their in-group (HK) was even less favorably (more distant from the ideal image) than 
that of Guang Zhou people. It should be noted that for the empathetic identification 
results, Hong Kong people identified with their in-group as highly as the westerners; 
% 
but with reference to their ideal self image, Hong Kong people perceived the 
westerners as having more favorable characteristics than their in-group. Both groups 
perceived the Indians as possessing the least desirable characteristics; but Hong Kong 
people had the same degree of negative perception towards the typical Guang Zhou 
person as well. 
Conflict in Identification 
Under the formulation of the ISA, i f a target was perceived as similar to the 
current self image of the respondents (empathetically identified with) and at the same 
time possessed characteristics that were distant from their ideal self image (contra-
identified with, or least idealistically identified with), there would be a higher degree 
of conflict in identification with that target. The conflicts in identification with 
various ethnic targets were as shown in figure 3.3. Hong Kong respondents had higher 
levels of identification conflict than Guang Zhou people with five of the ethnic 
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targets, including their in-group, HK (F(1,234)=39.691, p<.001), the GZ 
(F(1,231)=28.79, p<.001), BJ (F(l,231)=8.84, p<.01), JAP (F(1,232)=9.525, p<.01), 
and TC (F(1,233)=27.187, p<.001). 
Insert Figure 3.3 about here 
The comparisons among ethnic targets within each sample were as shown in 
table 5. For Hong Kong respondents, least degrees of identification conflict were with 
II 
the ABC, SD^G, and RUS targets. Slightly higher degrees of conflict were with the 
r 
typical TW, US, BJ and ESJD targets. The highest degrees of conflict were with the 
Traditional Chinese (TC), Japanese (JAP), and their in-group (HK). The identification 
conflict with the typical Gunag Zhou (GZ) target was as high as those with the JAP 
% 
and HK targets, but lower than that with the Traditional Chinese. 
Insert Table 5 about here 
For Guang Zhou people, identification conflict with the Singaporean was the 
single lowest. Low degrees of conflict were with the ABC, RUS, BJ, TW, GZ, and 
US targets. Conflicts with the HK and IMD targets were slightly higher. Similar to the 
Hong Kong sample, the highest degrees of identification conflict were with the 
Traditional Chinese and Japanese. However, the amounts of identification conflict 
with these two targets (TC and JAP) were much smaller for the Guang Zhou sample 
compared to the Hong Kong sample, as shown in figure 3.3. 
To summarize, both groups of respondent perceived the SE^G, ABC and RUS as 
the targets with least amount of identification conflict. Besides, both groups perceived 
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the TC and JAP as the targets with the highest degrees of identification conflict, but 
the conflicts with these two targets perceived by the Guang Zhou sample were smaller 
than those by the Hong Kong sample. Large between-sample differences on 
identification conflict were also found with the typical HK and GZ targets, with the 
Hong Kong sample perceiving much higher levels of conflict. 
Identifications with Significant Others 
Besides the ethnic targets, each participant had to rate his/her father, mother, 
it 
same-sex best friend, and a typical college student. Since no male and female versions 
fT 
were involved, it was a 2 (city) x 2 (sex of respondent) x 4 (significant others) design. 
Repeated measure ANOVAs were thus conducted to see which of the significant 
others the respondents empathetically or idealistically identified with more, or had the 
、 
highest levels of identification conflict. The effects of sex and city on the 
identification patterns with each significant other were studied, too. 
The empathetic identifications with significant others were as shown in figure 
4.1. Repeated measure ANOVAs indicated a greater identification with the same-sex 
bestfriend than Wwhfather (F(1,230)=43.235, p<.001) or mother (F(1,229)=50.014, 
p<.001), both without interactions with city or sex. Although the difference between 
the empathetic identification with father and that with mother was not significant, 
significant interaction effects were found with both city (F(1,229)=6.456, p<.01) and 
sex of respondent (F(1,229)=7.912, p<.01), suggesting that the two samples and the 
two sexes should be considered separately. Paired comparisons of the empathetic 
identifications with father and mother suggested no differences for Hong Kong males, 
Guang Zhou males or females. But for Hong Kong females, there was a higher degree 
of identification with mother than with father (t(64)=2.868, p<.01). Considered the 
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four significant others individually, it was found that Guang Zhou people (both males 
and females) identified more with their fathers (F(1,231)=12.887, p<.001) and same-
sex best friends (F(1,231)=9.769, p<.01) than Hong Kong people did. Females (no 
matter from Hong Kong or Guang Zhou) identified themselves more with mother than 
did males (F(1,230)=12.464, p<.01). No main or interaction effect was found for the 
empathetic identification with the typical college student. 
Insert Figure 4.1 about here 
•» 
r< 
The pattem of idealistic identifications with significant others was as shown in 
figure 4.2. Repeated measure ANOVA indicated that the same-sex best friend was 
identified with more than both father (F(1,230)=67.988, p<.001) and mother 
、 
(F(1,228)=98.503, p<.001). No significant difference was found for the identification 
with father and that with mother. Across the four targets, only the main effect of city 
with the idealistic identification with father was significant (F(l,231)=8.24, p<.01), 
with Guang Zhou respondents identifying more. In other words, compared to the 
Hong Kong sample, Guang Zhou people perceived their father as closer to their ideal 
self image. No sex or city effect or their interaction was found for the remaining three 
targets. , 
Insert Figure 4.2 about here 
For the conflicts in identification, it can be seen in figure 4.3 that the Hong Kong 
respondents had more conflict with all the four targets: father (F(1,231)=21.194, 
p<.001), mother (F(1,230)=22.537, p<.001), same-sex best friend (F(1,231)=29.203, 
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p<.001) and the typical college student (F(1,232)=12.115, p<.01), without any 
interaction effects with sex. The same-sex best friend was perceived as having less 
identification conflict than both father (F(1,230)=15.846, p<.001) and mother 
(F(1,229)=87.572, p<.001). Mother was also perceived as having higher degree of 
identification conflict Xhonfather (F(1,229)=13.851, p<.001). 
Insert Figure 4.3 about here 
it 
To summarize, for both samples and both sexes, the same-sex best friend was 
ff 
perceived as more similar to the current self image and ideal self image of the 
respondents and generated less amount of identification conflict than both father and 
mother. Females, no matter from Hong Kong or Guang Zhou, empathetically 
identified with their mothers than males did. No such sex difference was found with 
the idealistic identification with mother. Guang Zhou people, no matter males or 
females, identified themselves more with father and same-sex best friend than Hong 
Kong people did. They also perceived their fathers as more similar to their ideal 
image than Hong Kong people did. Finally, Hong Kong people, no matter males or 
females, had consistently higher levels of identification conflict with all the 
significant others compared to the Guang Zhou sample. 
Self-esteem anH Tdentity Diffusion 
The ISA formulated the self-esteem as a person's overall self-evaluation (both 
current self and past self) with respect to the ideal self image. A 2 (city) x 2 (sex of 
respondent) ANOVA suggested there was a significant main effect of city 
(F(1,232)=16.566, p<.001), with the overall self-esteem ofthe Guang Zhou sample 
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higher than that of Hong Kong. Since the interaction between city and sex of 
respondent was also significant (F(1,232)=11.319, p<.01), the two sexes had to be 
considered separately. As shown in figure 5.1, no significant difference across cities 
was found for female respondents. But for males, the self-esteem of GZ respondents 
was much higher than that of Hong Kong respondents (F( 1，109)=21.19，p<.001). 
Insert Figure 5.1 about here 
1» 
Since the formulation of self-esteem in ISA involved both the evaluation of 
产 
current self and past self, it would be more informative i f they were considered 
separately. Simple correlation analysis suggested the evaluation of past self correlated 
moderately with that of current self (r=0.54, n=236, p<.001). The ANOVA results of 
% 
both of them were similar to that of self-esteem. Guang Zhou respondents had a 
higher evaluation with both the current self (F(1,232)=15.683, p<.001) and past self 
(F(1,232)=9.441, p<.01) than Hong Kong people; but the differences were due to 
male respondents (current self: F(l,109)=20.324, p<.001; past self: F(1J09)=16.534, 
p<.001) rather than female. 
As the results in previous sections indicated that Hong Kong respondents had 
higher degrees of identification conflict with a lot more ethnic targets and significant 
others, it could be expected that the overall level of identity diffusion of Hong Kong 
people was higher that of Guang Zhou people (F(l,232)=45.4, p<.001), as shown in 
figure 5.2. No interaction or main effect of sex of respondent was found. 
Insert Figure 5.2 about here 
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Continuity and Discontinuity in Parental and Peer Identifications 
Parents and peers came from different generation cohorts; identifying with each 
ofthem could thus be considered as representing two different kinds of identification, 
one ancestral, another contemporary (Weinreich et al, 1996). With various ethnic 
targets around, an identification with each of them could have different degrees of 
linkage with the parental and peer identifications. A continuity in peer-parent 
identifications occurred i f the empathetic identification of an ethnic target correlated 
1» 
with both the identifications with parents (father and mother) and those with peers 
(same-sex best friend, typical college student). In other words, identifying with that 
ethnic target did not imply sacrificing any of the linkages with parents or peers. A 
discontinuity in peer-parent identification happened i f identifying with an ethnic 
target only resulted in parental identification or only resulted in peer identification 
(Weinreich et al, 1996). It was also possible that the identification with an ethnic 
target was not related to parental or peer identification at all. Presented in tables 6 and 
7 were the correlation coefficients between the empathetic identifications with the 11 
ethnic targets and those with parents and peers, for the Hong Kong and Guang Zhou 
samples respectively. 
Insert Tables 6 about here 
For the Hong Kong respondents, continuities in peer-parent identifications were 
found with both their in-group (HK) and the Singaporean (SING). In other words, the 
more a Hong Kong respondent identified with the HK or SE^G target, the more the 
respondent identified with the parents (father, mother) and peers (same-sex best 
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friend, a typical college student). It should be noted that the correlation between the 
identification with HK and with a typical college student was extremely high (r=0.63, 
p<.001). The empathetic identifications with the US and ABC correlated highly with 
peer identifications but had no relationship wi th parental identifications. The 
identifications with the contemporary Chinese groups (BJ & TW)，the Traditional 
Chinese (TC), and Japanese (JAP) were positively related to parental identifications 
but had no relationship with peer identifications. It could be seen that the 
« 
identifications with these four groups (BJ, TW, TC, and JAP) were mirror images of 
1» 
those with the westem groups (US and ABC); the former was closely linked to the 
ff 
identification with parents while the latter with peers. For the Guang Zhou (GZ) and 
Indian (IND) targets, none of their identifications were related to parental or peer 
identifications. Finally, the identification with the Russian (RUS) only correlated 
、 
positively with the identification with father. 
Insert Tables 7 about here 
The correlation patterns for the Guang Zhou sample were as shown in table 7. 
Unlike the Hong Kong sample, a continuity in peer-parent identification was not 
found with the empathetic identification with the in-group (GZ). Although the 
correlation with peer identification was high {same-sex best friend: r=0.4, p<.001; 
typical college student: r=0.51, p<.001), no significant correlation with parental 
identifications was found. Similar patterns were obtained with the empathetic 
identifications with the HK, TW, and US targets, that is，peer but not parental 
identifications were found. Continuities in peer-parent identification were, however, 
found with the identifications with the SE^G, BJ, and ABC targets. For the 
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Traditional Chinese (TC) target, parental identifications but not identification with 
the same-sex best friend were found. That is, identifying more with the TC target 
implied identifying more with the parents, but it had no relationship with the 
identification with same-sex best friend. The identification with the JAP target 
correlated with that with mother and the typical college student but not with father or 
same-sex best friend. The identification with the IND target correlated with that of the 
same-sex best friend only. Finally, peer identifications as wel l as the identification 
with father were found with the RUS target. 
it 
To summarize, the Singaporean was consistently perceived by the two samples 
r 
as linked to parental and peer identifications. In other words, by identifying with the 
SrNG, one could simultaneously identified with one's parents and peers. Such 
continuity in peer-parental identification was also found with the in-group 
^ 
identification for the Hong Kong sample. While for Guang Zhou people, identifying 
with their in-group (GZ), the HK, TW, and US would imply higher level of 
identification with peers but had no relationship with parents. Guang Zhou people 
could, however, achieve the continuity in peer-parent identification by identifying 
more with the Beijingese and ABC. It should be noted that although the ABC was 
only related to peer identification in the eyes of Hong Kong people, Guang Zhou 
people perceived the ABC as still preserving some characteristics related to parental 
identification. The contemporary Chinese groups (BJ, TW, and GZ), the Traditional 
Chines, Japanese, Russian, and Indian were all perceived by Hong Kong people as not 
related to peer identification, but they were all positively related to the identification 
with the typical college student in the eyes of Guang Zhou people. 
Correlation among Empathetic Identification. Self-esteem and Identity Diffusion 
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The empathetic identifications with some of the ethnic groups might enhance the 
self-esteem of a person, but with other ethnic groups might reduce it (Weinreich et al, 
1996). Similarly, identifying with some ethnic groups might help one reduce one's 
level of identity diffusion, but with other groups might increase it. The correlation 
coefficients between empathetic identifications with different targets, self-esteem, and 
identity diffusion were also presented in tables 6 and 7，for the Hong Kong and Guang 
Zhou samples respectively. 
For the column of self-esteem, it could be seen that for Hong Kong people, self-
I* 
esteem correlated strongly with the empathetic identifications with the westerners 
r 
(US: r=0.5, p<.001; ABC: r=0.56, p<.001), moderately with their in-group (HK: 
r=0.33, p<.001) and the Singaporean {SING: r=0.33, p<.001). The pattem was in fact 
in line with the idealistic identification results that the above four groups were closest 
、 
to the ideal image of the respondents. For the Guang Zhou sample, as shown in table 
7, self-esteem correlated with the identifications with much more ethnic targets 
(SING: r=0.47, p<.001; US: r=0.45, p<.001; ABC: r=0.45, p<.001; BJ: r=0.38, 
p<.001; RUS: r=0.34, p<.001; HK: r=0.27, p<.01; GZ: r=0.25, p<.01; and TW: 
r=0.26, p<.01) than with the results of the Hong Kong sample. The pattem was also in 
line with the findings that Guang Zhou people highly idealistically identified with the 
westerners and a lot more Chinese groups than Hong Kong people did. The self-
esteem of Guang Zhou people was also positively correlated with the identifications 
with all the significant others. But for Hong Kong people, the identification with 
father was not significantly correlated with self-esteem (r=0.17, p>.01). 
For the column of identity diffusion, it could be seen that for Hong Kong people, 
negative correlations were only found with the identifications with the US (r=-0.3, 
p<.01) and ABC (r=-0.28, p<.01) targets. That is, the more the Hong Kong 
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respondents identified with these two groups, the less their identity diffusion. For 
Guang Zhou people, besides the US (r=-0.41, p<.001) and ABC (r=-0.41, p<.001) 
targets, negative correlations were found with the Singaporean (r=-0.4, p<.001) and 
Russian (r=-0.25, p<.01). None of the identifications with any ethnic targets resulted 
in a higher level of identity for Guang Zhou people. But for the Hong Kong sample, 
positive correlations were found with the identifications with the typical Guang 
Zhouese, Traditional Chinese, and Indian. Guang Zhou people could also reduce their 
level of identity diffusion by identifying more with their fathers (r=-0.25, p<.01), 
“ 
same-sex best friends (r=-0.32, p<.01) and the typical college student (r=-0.33, 
r 
p<.001). For Hong Kong people, none of the identifications with significant others 
were related to identity diffusion. 
To summarize, Hong Kong people could enhance their self-esteem by 
、 
identifying more with their in-group, the westerners and the Singaporean. For Guang 
Zhou people, besides the above groups, self-esteem could also be enhanced by 
identifying with other Chinese groups (BJ and TW), the Russian, and their in-group 
(GZ). Gunag Zhou people had also more choices in reducing their level of identity 
diffusion. While for Hong Kong people, only the identification with the westerners 
(US and ABC) could reduce identity diffusion. The identifications with the 
Traditional Chinese, Guang Zhouese, and Indian were sources of identity diffusion for 
Hong Kong people, but not for Guan Zhou people. 
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DISCUSSION 
Unification and Separation of the Chinese Groups 
The cluster results suggested that despite living in two different social-economic-
political systems, the two groups of respondents formed similar clusters over the 
Chinese ethnic groups. Both groups perceived the typical Hong Kong Chinese as a 
separate group different from the cluster of Chinese groups from Guang Zhou, 
Beijing, Taiwan, and Singapore. After 150 years of colonization and because of its 
international status, Hong Kong Chinese were perceived as having personality 
1» 
characteristics that distinguished them from other Chinese groups. Such 
广 
characteristics included high Openness, high Application, and low Emotional 
Stability. More importantly, these perceptions were not simply held by the Hong 
Kong respondents, but the Guang Zhou respondents as well. 
’ 
After the Chinese Communist Party established the People's Republic of China 
since 1949, the defeated National People Party has been ruling Taiwan and 
preserving its international status separated from mainland China. In this study, 
however, the typical Taiwan target was not perceived as forming a separate group but 
as clustering with the Chinese groups in mainland China (Guang Zhou and Beijing). 
The leaders of mainland China have been proposing that Taiwan could be reunified 
with China imder the similar concept of one-country-two-systems practiced in Hong 
Kong, but the Taiwan leaders refused. The reunification of mainland and Taiwan do 
occur, in the present study, that the typical Taiwan target "joined" with the mainland 
targets at a even earlier stage than the Hong Kong target in terms of their personality 
characteristics. However, it should be noted that the clustering results were only from 
the viewpoints of Hong Kong and Guang Zhou respondents. To have a broaden 
understanding of the ethnic clustering of different Chinese groups, the perceptions of 
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Taiwan respondents wil l certainly be needed. 
Accuracy and Inaccuracy in Mutual Stereotypes 
The mutual stereotype results indicated that in perceiving the characteristics of 
the Hong Kong target, the two samples were in agreement on 6 of the 8 SAPPS 
dimensions; but in perceiving those of the Guang Zhou target, agreement was found 
only on 1 dimension. As mentioned before, Guang Zhou people preferred watching 
Hong Kong television programs rather than their own (Zhu et al, 1997). Mass media 
II 
are powerful tools in shaping the characteristics or stereotypes of a particular group of 
ff 
people (e.g., Rothman, Lichter, & Lichter，1992; see Oskamp & Schultz，1998). With 
similar exposures to the Hong Kong mass media, it is not strange that Hong Kong and 
Guang Zhou respondents formed consensual views on the characteristic of the typical 
、 
Hong Kong target. Hong Kong people, however, had much fewer chance to observe 
the characteristics of Guang Zhou people, making their stereotypes towards the Guang 
Zhou target much different from the autostereotypes of the Guang Zhou respondents. 
Although the mass media or the exposure effect might explain the consensual 
and discrepant perceptions of the Hong Kong and Guang Zhou target respectively, it 
could not explain why on all the 7 discrepant dimensions for the Guang Zhou target, 
Hong Kong respondents gave consistently lower ratings than Guang Zhou 
respondents. The "threat theory" (Stephan, Ybarra, Martinez, Schwartzwald, & Tur-
Kaspa, 1998) might help explain why Hong Kong respondents tended to perceived the 
Guang Zhou group less favorably. Since there were other evidences in the 
identification results that Hong Kong respondents tended to have less favorable 
perceptions towards other Chinese groups, the threat theory would be presented after 
summarizing the identification results. 
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Empathetic and Idealistic Identifications 
The Chinese Groups (HK, GZ, BJ) 
Although under the same sovereignty of the People's Republic of China, the 
Guang Zhou and Beijing people represented a southern and a northern Chinese groups 
respectively, and the Hong Kong people lived in a social-economic-political system 
different from other Chinese groups in mainland China. In the perception of the 
« 
Guang Zhou respondents, however, the identifications with all these Chinese groups 
II 
(GZ, BJ, & HK) were equally high, both empathetically and idealistically. In order 
ff 
words, Guang Zhou people perceived themselves as sharing the same high degrees of 
similarity to the typical Hong Kong, Guang Zhou, and Beijing persons; all these 
typical targets also shared high degrees of similarity to the ideal self image of the 
* 
Guang Zhou respondents. But for the Hong Kong sample, a high degree of 
identification was only found with their in-group (HK). They identified less with the 
BJ, extremely low with the GZ. They perceived the typical GZ target as very distant 
from their ideal image. Moreover, identifications with all these groups correlated 
positively with self-esteem for the Gunag Zhou respondents. But for the Hong Kong 
sample, a positive correlation with self-esteem was only found with their in-group 
(HK); the identification with the GZ target was even negatively related to self-esteem 
(although not significant at the .01 level) and positively related to identity diffusion. 
Put simply, Guang Zhou people identified themselves equally high with all three 
Chinese groups and those identifications were positively correlated to self-esteem; but 
for Hong Kong people, a good identification pattem was only found with their in-
group. 
The finding that Hong Kong people had a negative view towards mainlanders, 
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especially the Guang Zhouese, was not new (see e.g.. Hong et al, 1997; Lam et al, 
1995), but the differences in identification pattem between Hong Kong and Guang 
Zhou people are the unique findings of this study. The results could be understood 
through the Integrated Threat Theory (Stephan, Ybarra, Martinez, Schwartzwald, & 
Tur-Kaspa, 1998) and the Social Identity Theory (Tajfel, 1981，1982; Tajfel & 
Tumer, 1979). Stephan et al (1998) proposed that prejudice or negative attitudes 
towards another group could be understood through the concept of "threat?. Threats 
could be symbolic, based on value or moral view differences between groups, or 
II 
realistic, related to power, resources, and the very existence of the in-group. Little 
/r 
prior contact, a history of antagonism, and ethnocentricism also leaded to anxiety and 
negative feelings concerning inter-group interaction. 
Since Hong Kong has undergone 150 years of British colonization, it is 
% 
reasonable for Hong Kong people to expect value differences with people living in 
mainland China. Moreover, because of the return of sovereignty in 1997, there were 
worries that the Beijing government might exert its control over Hong Kong, which 
might lead to realistic threat of the lost of power. In fact, even before the period of 
sovereignty transition, there have been worries that the small and capitalistic city 
Hong Kong could be so easily "engulfed" by the large and communist mainland 
China. To reduce such threats, Hong Kong people tended to identify highly with their 
in-group, less with people in mainland China, thus preserving an autonomous status. 
On the contrary, Hong Kong or Beijing was not a realistic threat to Guang Zhou 
people.at all, they could thus identify these two groups highly as with their in-group. 
Besides, the lack of contact with the GZ people might also contribute to the negative 
perception of the Hong Kong people; while for the Guang Zhou respondents, as stated 
above, they had plenty of experience observing the characteristics of Hong Kong 
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people through the mass media. It is reasonable that Guang Zhou people perceive 
Hong Kong people as no different from themselves, and such high degree of 
similarity contributed to the high degree of identification. 
Perhaps the most serious threat perceived by Hong Kong people nowadays is the 
influx of more than one million people from mainland because they are the offspring 
of Hong Kong people and their citizenship is granted by the Basic Law and the 
judicial decision of the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal. Although the data of this 
t 
study was collected before the announcement of the Court of Final Appeal, the issue 
t> 
of new immigrants has already been perceived as a problem in Hong. Kong because 
ff 
they come and compete for social welfare, education resources, and jobs with Hong 
Kong people, especially at the time Hong Kong is under an economic recession after 
the Asian Economic Crisis. Since the one million potential new immigrants might 
、 
further affect Hong Kong people's perception towards mainlanders and the future 
Hong Kong-Guang Zhou relationship, it wi l l be addressed in the later section in more 
detail. 
Besides the threat theory, it is believed the Social Identity Theory (SIT) could 
offer partial explanation to the obtained results. From the point of view of Hong 
Kong, mainland people (GZ or BJ) were perceived as the out-group. Under the SIT, it 
is predictable that Hong Kong people tended to perceive themselves favorably while 
the out-group non-favorably so as to enhance self-esteem. However, the SIT could not 
explain why the in-group-out-group distinction became blurred in the eyes of Guang 
Zhou; .they identified highly with all three Chinese groups. Perhaps the Optimal 
Distinctiveness Theory (Brewer, 1991)，stating that people were motivated to obtain a 
balanced position in social identification satisfying the opposing needs of being 
individuated while still linked to a group at the same time, was able to resolve such 
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differences. For Hong Kong people, an optimal distinctiveness was obtained by 
isolating their in-group with the other Chinese groups; they could therefore identified 
with their in-group more while with the BJ and GZ less. But for Gunag Zhou people, 
the optimal distinctiveness was that the three Chinese groups were embedded and not 
considered as distinct, so that they identified equally highly with all three groups. The 
results posed the problem that the line distinguishing in-group and out-group was 
sometimes difficult to draw. Without such a line, or without a common perception of 
where the line should be drawn, the Social Identity Theory would be less appropriate 
tt 
to be applied. The threat theory had an advantage over the SIT and the Optimal 
产 
Distinctiveness Theory that it fbther explained why the distinguishing lines were 
drawn differently by the two groups of respondents. In fact, in a longitudinal study in 
South Africa, Duckitt & Mphuthing (1998) found that it was the inter-group prejudice 
* 
(or the perceived threat) leading to group identification, rather than group 
identification leading to prejudice as predicted by the SIT. 
Another point should be noted was that the north-south difference in Chinese 
identity (see e.g., Siu, 1993) was not found in the perception of Guang Zhou people 
because they had the same high level of identification with the in-group (GZ: south), 
and the groups of HK (south) and BJ (north), both empathetically and idealistically. 
For Hong Kong people, however, the north-south distinguishing line was drawn right 
at the boundary of Hong Kong; they identified the GZ and BJ groups much less than 
that with their in-group. In the future, the perceptions from some northern Chinese 
groups, such as the Beijingese, wi l l certainly be needed to address the issue of north-
south differences. 
Finally, the results from Hong Kong respondents showed that the identification 
with in-group (HK) expressed a continuity in peer-parent identification, which was 
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consistent with the finding of Weinreich et al (1996)'s study. For the Guang Zhou 
sample, however, identifications with in-group (GZ) and with the HK group were 
related to peer identification but not related to parental identification. It indicated that 
in the perception of Guang Zhou people, the typical GZ and HK targets possessed 
more contemporary characteristics and less traditional elements. The results also 
suggested the relationship between in-group identification and the continuity in peer-
parent identification was not universal. 
The Singaporean 
1» 
The negative identification pattem with the GZ target of the Hong Kong people 
/r 
could be explained by the threat theory. At a collective level, Singapore was also a 
real threat to Hong Kong in the international context. Singapore and Hong Kong were 
competitors for foreign investments and the status as the Asian financial center. The 
、 
results, however, showed that the identification patterns with the Singaporean (SD^G) 
were quite good for both samples. Both Hong Kong and Guang Zhou people highly 
idealistically identified with the SmG. In other words, the typical SING target 
contained characteristics that both groups cherished. Moreover, the empathetic 
identification with the SIMG correlated positively with self-esteem for both samples 
(HK: r=0.33, p<.001; GZ: r=0.47, p<.001), and negatively with identity diffusion for 
the Guang Zhou sample (r=-0.4, p<.001). The identification with the SING also 
expressed a continuity in parental and peer identification for both samples, implying 
that there was no need of sacrificing any identification with father, mother, or peers 
by identifying more with the typical SESfG. The perception that the Singaporean was 
similar to an Ideal Chinese was in fact found in a previous study (Mak, 1993) in 
which values were used as the constructs and the participants were Hong Kong 
Chinese. 
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To explain why the SING, although being a threat to Hong Kong in the 
international context, was perceived quite favorably by Hong Kong people, one had to 
distinguish a collective-level and a individual-level of threat. To Hong Kong people, 
the threat due to GZ people was more direct since the immigrants came and competed 
jobs and resources with every single person in Hong Kong. The threat of Singapore 
was more indirect; it competed with Hong Kong as a city, not as individuals. Hong 
Kong people might not perceive the Singaporeans as competing resources with them. 
Besides not perceived as a threat, the economic success of Singapore as a small city 
it 
counting on its own, as contrasted to the situation of Hong Kong which has benefited 
r 
from its status as having been a British colony, might be the reason both Hong Kong 
and Guang Zhou people forming a good perception to the typical Singaporean. 
The Taiwanese 
* 
The Taiwanese (TW) was another group of Chinese. However, both samples 
formed a low to moderate level of identification with the typical TW target. For 
empathetic identification, Hong Kong people identified with the TW target as low as 
the GZ target, Guang Zhou people also identified with the TW target not as high as 
with other Chinese groups. For idealistic identification, both samples situated the 
typical TW person at the middle of the range. It was of no surprise that Hong Kong 
people identified less with the Taiwanese because they seemed only to highly 
identified with their in-group and westerners. But for Guang Zhou people, the results 
suggested that despite all being Chinese, the Taiwanese were less identified with than 
the other Chinese groups. This could be understood through the threat theory (Stephan 
et al, 1998) that there were little prior contact between Guang Zhou and Taiwan 
people, and the Taiwan government has long been refusing to reunify with China. 
Moreover, the presence of the Taiwan entity might also be a threat to the legitimacy 
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ofthe Beijing government since the National People Party (the ruler of Taiwan) had 
been the original ruler of China before the Chinese Communist Party took over its 
power. The economic success of Taiwan under the mler of the National People Party 
could also be a threat to mainland people because in the eyes of the Beijing 
government,' the Taiwanese government is illegitimate, but such illegitimate 
government can bring its people economic prosperity, while the people in mainland 
China have to live a lower living standard. 
The Westerners (US & ABC) 
I* 
A clear common pattem for the two samples was found that they both highly 
广 
empathetically and idealistically identified with the typical American (US) and the 
American-bom Chinese (ABC). The findings that Hong Kong people highly 
identified with westerners should be of no surprise because it has undergone 150 
、 
years of British colonization, and the results were in fact consistent with those found 
in other previous studies (Weinreich et al, 1996; Lau & Kuan, 1988). The findings 
that Guang Zhou people had also high levels of identification with the westem groups 
might suggest that they cherished the achievement of modernization and the open-
door policy with which the adaptation of westem practices, like market economy, was 
an important aspect. 
Besides, the empathetic identifications with the US and ABC groups correlated 
highly with self-esteem and negatively with identity diffusion. In other words, the 
more the respondents (no matter from Hong Kong or Guang Zhou) identified with the 
US or the ABC, the higher their self-esteem and the lower their identity diffusion. The 
Americans and the Chinese were racially distinct, and were usually formulated as in-
group and out-group under the Social Identity Theory. The results suggested that 
identifying with an out-group was not necessarily a bad thing and might even 
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contributed to higher level of self-esteem, which were against the prediction of the 
SIT. There were other studies reporting that identifying with an out-group was 
possible and such identification could enhance self-esteem (e.g., Aboud & Skerry， 
1984; Weinreich et al, 1996)，suggesting a weakness in the SIT that in-group 
identification was regarded as the only way to enhance self-esteem. 
The Traditional Chinese (TC) andJapanese (JAP) 
The cluster analysis has shown that these two groups (the TC and JAP) tended to 
be perceived as similar. They were also similar in terms of their empathetic and 
1» 
idealistic identification patterns as perceived by the two groups of respondents. Both 
产 
Hong Kong and Guang Zhou people moderately identified with the typical TC and 
JAP targets, but such identifications were not related to self-esteem. They were also 
the targets with the highest levels of identification conflict, and the identifications 
% 
with them were related to the identifications with parents rather than those with peers. 
Before interpreting the above findings, two points were worth mentioning. First 
of all, despite the World War I I at which China was invaded by Japan, the perception 
towards the Japanese by both Hong Kong and Guang Zhou Chinese was not so 
negative. It might be because the respondents were of a younger generation and the 
War happened 60 years ago had no more impact on them. Secondly, although Japan is 
a modernized Asian country, when Hong Kong and Guang Zhou respondents were 
asked to form an image about a typical Japanese person, they tended to associate the 
Japanese with the Traditional Chinese. In fact, China and Japan had a long history of 
interaction dated back to the Tang Dynasty, at which a large amount of Chinese 
culture was "exported" to Japan. Although some of the Japanese cities, like Tokyo, 
are highly modernized, Japanese people still respect for traditions and actually 
preserve a large amount of traditional cultural elements. Temples can be found 
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everywhere; teenage idol singers dress in traditional clothing to appear on TV. It 
seemed that when the respondents of the present study were asked to rate the typical 
Japanese, the traditional image overwhelmed the modernized image, resulting in a 
similarity to the Traditional Chinese. 
Understanding why the Japanese were perceived as similar to the TC, it could be 
interpreted that the high levels of identification conflict with these two targets were 
due to the tension between a more modernized identity and the traditional images 
presented by the two targets. Empathetically, the respondents identified with this 
1» 
traditional image; but at the same time, they could not deny that such identification 
广 
was negatively related to their ideal self image. The lack of relationship between self-
esteem and the identifications with these two targets also supported the idea that the 
Traditional Chinese and Japanese did not possess too much desirable characteristics 
、 
with reference to one?s ideal image. However, as shown in figure 3.1, the empathetic 
identifications with these two targets were moderately high, thus resulting in a higher 
level of identification conflict (i.e., empathetically identified with and at the same 
time contra-identified with). 
TheRussian (RUS) andIndian (IND) 
The Indians (IND) were consistently viewed as the least identified group, both 
empathetically and idealistically. It was understandable that India was not a highly 
modernized country and its people were thus perceived as not similar to the self image 
or the ideal self image of the respondents. Hong Kong people identified the typical 
Russian (RUS) target as low as with the ESfD. Guang Zhou people, however, had a 
better view towards the identification with the RUS target, as reflected by its positive 
relationship to self-esteem and negative relationship to identity diffusion. Such 
discrepancy could be explained by a stronger link between mainland China and 
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Russia or the former Soviet Union since they both practiced socialism and were 
comrades for a long time. 
Conflict in Identification and Tdentity Diffusion 
Another clear distinction between the two groups of respondent was that the 
Hong Kong sample tended to have higher degrees of identification conflict with their 
parents, peers, and a number of ethnic groups, including their in-group (HK), other 
contemporary Chinese groups (GZ, BJ), and the Traditional Chinese (TC); and in an 
it 
overall sense, the Hong Kong respondents had a higher degree of identity diffusion 
fT 
than the Guang Zhou sample. 
Hong Kong is well known for its coexistence of eastem and westem cultural 
element. However, the other side of the coin of “coexistence，，would perhaps be 
、 
“conflict，，. It was not rare that Hong Kong people were caught into dilemma created 
by the tension between east and west. For example, the Hong Kong government on 
the one hand promoted the advantage of using Cantonese (the mother language of 
Hong Kong) as the teaching medium, on the other hand allowed 100 secondary 
schools to keep using English, which in turn made those schools superior to other 
schools. Another example was that although judiciary was a major legacy from 
British colonization, after the government announced more than a million mainland 
people would have Hong Kong citizenship because they were the offspring of Hong 
Kong citizens. Hong Kong people began to express the views that judicial decision 
should sometimes serve for political purpose. It should be noted that the 
incompatibility of different ideas or values does not necessarily create the "feelings" 
of conflict because one may simply leave them out of one's mind. However, i f the 
conflicting issue becomes important or a decision has to be made among conflicting 
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choices (e.g., the realistic consideration of one million new immigrants vs. the 
independence of judiciary), it is believed the "latent" feelings of conflict may become 
salient. 
The coexistence of westem and eastem ideologies could be a reason for the 
higher degree of identification conflict of the Hong Kong people. One-country-two-
systems might itself be a conflicted idea. While for the Guang Zhou people, their 
society is comparably more unified. However, as the modernization of mainland 
China proceeds, and because modernization involves the incorporation of westem 
\* 
capitalist values, it might be foreseen that the identification conflicts or the overall 
r 
level of identity diffusion of mainland people wil l get higher and higher. There were 
examples that modernization could result in a higher degree of identity diffusion (e.g., 
Kelly, 1989). However, as stated in the Introduction, identity diffiision was not 
* 
necessarily a bad thing, it might provide the impetus for reappraisals of self and others 
so that the conflicts could be resolved (Weinreich, 1989; Weinreich et al, 1996). 
Sex Difference on Self-esteem 
In the literature, generally speaking, the overall self-esteem of man and woman 
did not differ (e.g., Maccoby & Jacklin，1974; Watkins & Yu, 1993). In this study, 
under the. operationalization of the ISA, the self-esteem of Hong Kong males was 
much lower than that of Hong Kong females, suggesting that the former perceived 
themselves as far distant from their ideal self image. However, no sex difference on 
self-esteem was found within the Guang Zhou sample. In fact, the level of self-esteem 
of Hong Kong females was not significantly different from those of Guang Zhou 
males and females. 
To explain why the male respondents in Hong Kong had such a low level of self-
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esteem, one had to look at the identification patterns. The major sex differences on 
empathetic identification found were those with the mother. As shown in figure 4.1, 
Hong Kong females identified more with mother than Hong Kong males did. And as 
shown in tables 6, for the Hong Kong sample, self-esteem correlated with the 
empathetic identification with mother (r=0.3, p<.01) but not with father (r=0.17, 
p>.05). Considered the two sexes separately, it was found that the non-significant 
correlation between self-esteem and the identification with father was due to the 
perception of Hong Kong females (r=0.043, p=.733) rather than males (r=0.31, 
It 
p=.02); while for the relationship between self-esteem and the identification with 
r 
mother, both sexes were in agreement that the correlation was significantly positive. 
Although the identification with father could still be a source of self-esteem for Hong 
Kong males, it could be seen in figure 4.1 that their empathetic identifications with 
、 
both father and mother were so low that even a positive correlation could not bring 
about a sufficient level of self-esteem. While for Hong Kong females, self-esteem 
could be derived by their high level of identification with mother and because such 
identification was positively related to self-esteem. 
Another possible reason for the low level of self-esteem for Hong Kong males ‘ 
could be related to the sampling procedure. Owing to the recruitment quota of the 
author and the unbalanced sex-ratio in social science classes, the majority of Hong 
Kong female participants in the present study were psychology majors recruited 
through a Social Psychology class, while male participants were mainly recruited 
through the General Psychology classes. Since the students from General Psychology 
classes were usually freshmen, whom might not have self-esteem as high as those 
year-two and year-three seniors from the Social Psychology class, and because the 
Psychology Department is one of the top-ranked departments in the Chinese 
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University of Hong Kong, it could be expected the female participants (mainly year-
two and year-three psychology majors) might have higher self-esteem than male 
participants (mainly form General Psychology classes). Although the above sampling 
"bias" might affect the sex difference on self-esteem, there was no reason to 
generalize its effects on other aspects of the present study, like the perceptions and 
identifications with ethnic targets. In fact, besides the self-esteem and the 




Improving the Hong Kong-Guang Zhou Relation 
New immigrants are now a hot issue in Hong Kong since there might be over 
one million people immigrating from mainland China in the coming years. In the 
% 
present study, which was conducted before the confirmation of the citizenship of 
those people by the Court ofFinal Appeal, it was found that Hong Kong people, even 
\ 
from the population of university students, did not identified themselves much with 
people in mainland China, and had even a negative perception towards the typical 
Guang Zhou Chinese. The results have already been explained by the threat theory. 
As Quillian (1995) found that the perceived threat tended to increase with the relative 
population of the out-group to the in-group, and with the decline of the economic 
condition with the in-group, it could be expected after knowing that over one million 
immigrants are coming, and still the economy of Hong Kong has not recovered, the 
perception towards the mainland people was even worse. 
To improve the current situation, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) government should try to limit the number of immigrants coming by 
refining the Basic Law. A one-to-six (one million-to-six million) ratio might be too 
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much for Hong Kong to perceive the immigrants as not a threat. Besides，promoting 
personal contact could improve the scarcity of knowledge towards the other group. 
Under the Inter-group Contact Hypothesis (Allport, 1954), however, equal group 
status, cooperation, common goals were all facilitating factors to the successfulness of 
contact. It is thus highly recommended to promote interaction of student groups 
between the two cities. Technologies such as the E-mail could also be adopted to 
allow communication between the two groups. Finally, as dissimilarity could be a 
source of threat, it is recommended for Hong Kong teachers or social workers to run 
i> 
schools in mainland China for those potential immigrants so that they could have 
r 
more knowledge about the values, worldviews of Hong Kong people. Although both 
Hong Kong and Guang Zhou people speak Cantonese, there are differences in the 
choice of words and some fine differences in dialects, teaching Hong Kong-style 
% 
Cantonese to potential immigrants could also minimize the differences between the 
two groups since language is a crucial marker of ethnicity (e.g., Giles, Bourhis, & 
Taylor, 1977). 
Future Directions 
Although the issue of new immigrant was stated in the Discussion, it should be 
noted that the present study was actually related to the mutual perceptions and 
identification patterns of Hong Kong and Gunag Zhou people. The threat due to new 
immigrant was only inferred from the perception of Hong Kong people towards 
people in Guang Zhou, a major source of new immigrants. Therefore, it is suggested 
to conduct a research related mainly to new immigrants in the nearly future. The ISA 
adopted in this study could be used again, with new immigrants to Hong Kong and 
Hong Kong citizens as the two comparison groups. The entity of new immigrant 
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should be included in the list of ethnic targets as well. 
To expand the framework of the present study, the ethnic perceptions from other 
Chinese groups, such as Taiwanese, Beijingese, etc., should also be included. It is 
hoped to explore the similarities and differences of the identification patterns of 
Chinese groups living in different social-economic-political systems. 
Besides, it was found in the present study that Hong Kong people had higher 
degree of identification conflicts and identity diffusion, it is important to identify 
those culture elements that might lead to conflicts and evaluate their effects on Hong 
I* 
Kong people. As mentioned earlier, the choice of English or Cantonese as the 
/r 
teaching medium in secondary schools could be a source of conflicts, research could 
thus be conducted comparing the identification patterns of students in English- and 
Cantonese-teaching schools. The empathetic and idealistic identifications with 
、 
Chinese groups and westerners, and the degree of identity diffusion of students 
growing up in a foreign language- and a mother tongue language-teaching 
environment are all important issues need to be addressed. 
Another important finding of this study was that Hong Kong males had a lower 
level of self-esteem and they identified equally low with their fathers and mothers. 
From the psychoanalytic point of view (e.g., Freud, 1949)，the identification with 
parents, especially the same-sex parent, was important in the development of a 
person. The results of this study suggested that the Hong Kong fathers were perceived 
as having less desirable characteristics than the Guang Zhou fathers (see figure 4.2)， 
and the identification with father was not related to self-esteem at all in the eyes of 
Hong Kong females. A l l these findings suggested that the father might not be a good 
role model in the perception of Hong Kong people. The reason for such bad 
evaluation of Hong Kong fathers was beyond the scope of the present study, but 
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should be explored in the future. Developmental research on father-son and father-
daughter relationships, including interactions and role-modeling, are certainly needed. 
The ISA used in the present study formulated Erikson (1959, 1968)'s concept of 
identity into different modes of identification. However, the consequences of different 
identification patterns have not yet been explored. In Erikson's eight-stage 
developmental model, the stage of identity vs. identity diffusion was followed by 
intimacy/solidarity vs. isolation. Would higher degree of identity diffusion formulated 
in the ISA lead to political apathy? Would higher degree of empathetic identification 
“ 
lead to higher level of commitment to the ethnic group? These are areas worth 
广 
exploring. Besides, the psychosocial model of Erikson concerned mainly with the 
development of an individual, by the formulation of the ISA, the concept of identity 
and identity diffusion could both be applied to an individual or a group of people 
% 
(e.g., the Hong Kong people, the Guang Zhou people), it is recommended to translate 
the other human-developmental stages proposed by Erikson to fit in the development 
of a society or the development of inter-cultural relationship. Stages like trust vs. 
distrust, autonomy vs. shame/doubt, industry vs. inferiority, generativity vs. 
stagnation should all shed light on the process of global development. 
Conclusion 
'^Viewed in face, it's a mountain range;from the side, it's a peak. “ (Su Shi) 
Two Chinese groups living in different social-economic-political systems were 
compared with reference to their ethnic stereotypes and identification patterns by 
adopting a metatheoretical framework through the Identity Structure Analysis (ISA). 
In the literature, the Social Identity Theory (SIT) was often used to understand inter-
group relationship. However, the results of the present study showed that by using the 
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ISA, information that could not be obtained through the SIT paradigm was now 
available. Such information includes where the line distinguishing the in-group and 
out-group should be drawn. The ISA was also more flexible than the SIT in which 
partial- and multi-identifications with others were allowed. By distinguishing different 
modes of identification, the degrees of identification conflict with ethnic groups and 
significant others could also be obtained through the ISA. The SIT had its own 
strengths that it gave us valuable insights on stereotyping and group cohesion. 
However, its constraint on an all-or-none identification might not be appropriate in 
u 
the context nowadays because the existence of multiple groups was .so common. It is 
/r 
not strange for a Chinese person to identify with westerners by eating westem food, 
dressing in westem clothes, dyeing their hair yellow and orange, watching the Titanic 
and the X-Files. By the ISA, different patterns of identification were allowed and 
% 
could be found out. The ISA is especially suitable for cross-cultural comparison 
because it can flexibly take into account the cultural-specific elements and generate 
some universal indexes. 
^ Identification 66 
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Table 1) The Identity Instrument 
There were two versions of the instrument, with entities 09 to 20 either male or female. Hatf 
of both male and female participants responded to the male version and haLf to female one. 
Entities: Parentheses ( ) denote mandatory entities for the computation of ISA 
parameters of identity. 
01 Me as I am now (current seLf) 
02 Me as I would Uke to be (ideal self) 
03 Me as I was in high-school (past seLO 
04 A person I admire (aclmired person) 
05 A person 1 hate (disliked person) “ 
06 My father 产 “ 
07 My mother 
08 My best same-sex friend 
09 A typical male coUege student 
10 A traditional Chinese male 、 
11 A typical Hong Kong male 
12 A typical Guang Zhou male 
13 A typical Beijing male 
14 A typical American male 
15 A typical Japanese male 
16 A typical Taiwanese male 
17 A typical Indian male 
18 ~A typical Singapore male 
19 A typical American-bom Chinese male 
20 A typical Russian male 
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Table 1 continued 
Constructs: 01 to 16 were those extracted from SAPPS*, 17 to 21 were those five new 
constructs. 
01 is cold is warm 
02 is refined is vulgar in taste 
03 is tense and doubtful ls unhurried and unworried 
04 is promising and diUgent in work is dispirited 
05 is sociable is unsociable 
06 is submissive is forceful “ 
07 prefers variety - prefers regularity 
()8 is stmgy is generous 
09 is tense is relaxed 
K) is unselfish is selfish 
11 is conservative is adventurous 、 
12 is unintelHgent is intelUgent 
13 is careless is thorough 
14 is hesitant is determined 
15 is hardworking is lazy 
16 is cautious is rash 
17 is authoritarian is democratic 
18 is flexible Ls inflexible 
19 is not interested in poUtics is interested in politics 
20 is impoHte is poUte . 
21 is easy to communicate with is difficult to communicate with 
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Table 1 continued 
SAPPS: Sino-American Person Perception Scale 
* The 8 SAPPS dimensions were tapped by the constructs as foUows: 
Emotional Stability (EMO) • 
is unhurried and unworried (is tense and doubtful) 
is relaxed (is tense) 
Extroversion (EXT) 
is sociable (is unsociable) 
i> 
is warm (is cold) 
Openness to Experience (OPE) ^ 
prefers variety (prefers regularity) 
is adventurous (is conservative) 
Application (APP) 
is hardworking (is lazy) 、 
is promising and diHgent in work (is d ispi r i ted) . 
Assertiveness (ASS) 
is determined (is hesitant) 
is forceful (is submissive) 
Helpfuhiess (HEL) 
is generous (is stingy) 
is unselfish (is selfish) 
Restraint (RES) 
is thorough (is careless) • 
is cautious (is rash) 
InteUect (INT) 
is inteUigent (is uninteUigent) 
is refined (is vulgar in taste) 
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Table 2. Ratings given to the Typical HK and GZ Targets, and 
Self-ratings of Hong Kong and Guang Zhou Respondents 
Hong Kong Respondents: 
SAFPS Typical Hong Self-Ratings Typical Guang 
Dimensions Kon^ Taroet Zhou Target 
EMO 3.73 4.61 4.96 
EXT 5.92 6.06 5.26 
OPE 5.86 5.63 4.46 
APP 6.85 5.13 5.5 
ASS 5.61 4.97 4.7 
RES 5.07 5.33 4.79 
HEL 4.15 5.62 3.75 
INT 4.89 5.8 4.04 
II 
Guang Zhou Respondents: . 
SAPPS Typical Hong Self-Ratings Typical Guang 
Dimensions Kong Target Zhou Target 
..——_—-g-^^ 3 J " 5.16 4^ 
EXT 6.26 6.53 6.15 
OPE 6.29 5.88 5.9 
APP 6.9 5.34 6.01 
ASS 5.87 5.29 5.64 、 
RES 5.43 5.22 5.07 
HEL 4.66 5.88 4.69 
INT 5 ^ 6M 531 
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Table 3 Differences among the Empathetic Identifications with the 11 Ethnic 
Targets within Each Sample 
Hon^ Kong Respondents: 
HK ABC US TC JAP SESG BJ TW GZ RUS END 
Mean 0.545 0.533 0.528 0.485 0.469 0.452 0.449 0.407 0.394 0.371 0.343 




5 JAP * 
^ SDSCi ** ** ** “ 
1 g J -M'M -M-M 'M-M , 
g TW ** ** ** * * 
(^  Q2 *:k ** ** ** ** 
10 RUS ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
11 IND 水* ** *水 农* ** ** ** * 
Guang Zhou Respondents: 、 
ABC US HK GZ BJ SmG TC TW JAP RUS 肺 
Mean 0.592 0.582 0.58 0.578 0.53 0.529 0.491 0.463 0.462 0.445 0.356 




5 BJ * 
6 SING_ 
y 1fC! ** * ** *5i< 
^ TW ** ** ** ** * * 
g J[AP ** ** ** ** * * 
10 J^ US ** ** ** ** ** ** 
” - 11 IND ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
"^  Significant differences at p<.005 
** Significant differences at P<.0Q1 
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Table 4 Differences among the Idealistic Identifications with the 11 Ethnic 
Targets within Each Sample 
Hong Kong Respondents: 
ABC US SING HK BJ TW JAP TC RUS GZ 勵 
Mean 0.678 0.647 0.572 0.528 0.492 0.457 0.455 0.435 0.406 0.36 0.33 
Rank 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
2 US 
3 SING -林 ** 
4 P{K ** ** 
5 g j ** ** * 
G TW ** ** ** * 1. 
7 j/ijp 'M'M 朱氺 ** -Je-'Jfi •• 
r 
8 TC ** ** ** ** * 
9 R_LfS ** ** ** ** * 
10 GZ ** ** ** ** ** ** 5k* 木* 
\ 1 IND * * ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * 
Guang Zhou Respondents 、 
ABC US HK SING GZ BJ RUS TW JAP TC DSfD 
Mean 0.665 0.635 0.616 0.614 0.593 0.581 0.485 0.479 0.471 0.464 0.338 




5 GZ * 
6 BJ ** 
7 RUS ** * * ** ** ** ** 
^ TW ** ** ** ** ** ** 
9 Jy5^ * * ** ** ** ** ** 
lG TC ** ** ** ** ** ** 
11 IND ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * * * * * * 
* Significant differences at p<.005 
** Significant differences at P<.001 
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Table 5 Differences among the Conflict in Identification with the 11 Ethnic 
Targets within Each Sample 
Hon^ Kong Respondents: 
TC JAP HK GZ m P BJ US TW RUS SC^G ABC 
Mean 0.471 0.448 0.433 0.418 0.354 0.349 0.345 0.341 0.311 0.285 0.284 
Rank 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
2 JAP 
3 HK 
4 GZ ** 
^ INTD ** ** ** ** 
^ gj ** ** ** ** “ 
J USi ** ** ** ** ” 
^ TTW ** ** ** ** 
9 RUS *水 'f=-i= 水本 :f:* * * * 水 
lG SING ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
11 ABG ** ** ** ** * ** ** * 
Guang Zhou Respondents: 、 
JAP TC HK IND US GZ TW BJ RUS ABC S]NG 
Mean 0.404 0.388 0.343 0.341 0.33 0.327 0.322 0.292 0.291 0.289 0.247 
Rank 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
2 TC -
3 HK ** ** 
4 IND ** ** 
5 US ** ** 
6 GZ ** * * � 
7 j"yy *本 ** 
^ gj ** ** ** 
9 RUS ** ** * * 
10 ABC ** ** ** 
11. SING ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * * * 
* Significant differences at p<.005 
** Significant differences at P<.001 
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Table 6 Correlation among Empathetic Identifications, Self-esteem, and Identity 
Diffusion for Hong Kong Respondents 
Empathetic Empathetic Identification with Self- Identity 
Identification Father Mother Best College esteem Diffusion 
with Friend Student 
HK 0.32** 0.27* 0.29* 0.63** 0.33** 0.07 
GZ 0.1 0.09 0.08 0.09 -0.12 0.3* 
US 0.02 -0.11 0.4** 0.53** 0.5** -0.3* 
ABC 0.19 0.08 0.37** 0.49** 0.56** -0.28* 
SING 0.29* 0.41** 0.28* 0.35** .‘ 0.33** 0.02 
BJ 0.34** 0.38** 0.17 0.2 0.23 • 0.23 
r 
TW 0.36** 0.37** 0.04 0.13 0.1 0.23 
TC 0.23 0.37** -0.07 -0.20 -0.17 0.37** 
JAP 0.24* ().35** -0.06 -0.01 -0.08 0.3* 
RUS 0.26* 0.03 0.04 0.12 0.0 0.17 
IND 0.11 0.05 0.12 -0.06 -0.12 0.39** 、 
Father 0.172 0.21 
Mother ‘ 0.3* 0.03 
BestFriend OM** -0.21 
College Student 0.43** -0.17 
•^Correlation coefficient significant at p<.Ol 
* * Correlation coefficient significant at p<.001 
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Table 7 Correlation among Empathetic Identifications, Self-esteem, and Identity 
Diffusion for Guang Zhou Respondents 
Empathetic Empathetic Identification with Self- Identity 
Identification Father Mother Best College esteem Diffusion 
with Friend Student 
HK 0.18 0.22 0.48** 0.37** 0.27* -0.19 
GZ 0.22 0.21 0.4** 0.51** 0.25* -0.21 
US 0.23 0.17 0.44** 0.4** 0.45** -0.41** 
ABC 0.36** 0.27* 0.63** 0.47** 0.45** -0.41** 
SING 0.46** 0.36** 0.56** 0.36** 0.47** -0.4** 
BJ 0.38** 0.35** 0.48** 0.52** •• 0.38** -0.23 
TW 0.22 0.2, 0.32* 0.27* 0.26* -0.14 
TC 0.26* 0.41** 0.22 0.36** 0.15 -0.09 
JAP 0.2 0.35** 0.19 0.32* 0.21 -0.02 
RUS 0.33* 0.19 0.39** 0.35** 0.34** -0.25* 
IND 0.18 0.12 0.2 0.39** 0.14 0.01 
Father 0.32** -0.25* 、 
Mother 0.29* -0.15 
Best Friend ‘ 0.41** -0.32* 
College Student 0.27* -0.33** 
*Correlation coefficient significant at p<.01 
* * Correktion coefficient significant at p<.001 
.^~r. ‘ ， • . . . :...— .•;•:;".;.:... • ,.;••• 
P=' =• ••- …： • ..- '.' .:•“ .. ... .... ：. .... ”“.. .-. ::. - ； ..:: ":::.:，二::二」.、1:.:]:‘5,..、:二::(、:,沒:);. 
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Figure 1.1 Dendrogram of the Ethnic Clustering of the Male Targets 
in the Perceptions of Hong Kong Respondents 
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine 
C A S E 0 5 10 15 20 25 
Label Nura + + + + + + 
BJ 2 - y ^ 
SING 8 」 
TW 10 1 , 
IND 5 ^ ~ I 
RUS 7 」 j 




• ABC 1 1 
US 11 i 
i> 
HK: Hong Kongese r 







ABC: American-born Chinese “ 
US: American 
TC: Traditional Chinese 
^igure 1.2 Dendrogram of the Ethnic Clustering of the Feraale Targets 
in the Perceptions of Hong Kong Respondents 
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine 
C A S E 0 5 10 15 20 25 
Label Num + + + + + + 
JAP 6 ^ 
TC 9 ‘ 」 
BJ 2 ‘ 
SING 8 
RUS 7 - ^ 
TW 10 」 
GZ 3 —— 」 
IND 5 
HK 4 




?igure 1.3 Dendrogram of the Ethnic Clustering of the Male Targets 
in the Perceptions of Guang Zhou Respondents 
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine 
C A S E 0 5 10 15 20 25 
Label Nura + + + + + + 
BJ 3 ^ 
SING 7 」 
GZ 2 ——r~| 
RUS 3 1 」 , 
TW 4 
HK 1 
US 5 “ 
ABC 6 ； ~ .. 
IND 9 ！ ^ 
TC 11 i 
JAP 10 
Figure l A Dendrogram of the Ethnic Clustering of the Female Targets 、 
in the Perceptions of Guang Zhou Respondents 、 
Rescaled Distance Cluster Combine 
C A S E 0 5 10 15 20 25 
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This appendix outl ines thc manner of el ici lat ion of data using customerised 
identity instruments and the computat ional procedurcs for comput ing estimates 
of parameters o f identity con fo rming to thc ISA definit ions. It deals on ly w i th 
"io,se identity indices uscd in the current text. The Mamialfor Identity Exploration 
Usi"R Personal Constructs (Wcinrcich. 198W prcsems othcr iniponnnt parameters 
of identity, especially ones conccrn ing whether a person uses particvilar constructs 
in an evaluatively consistent or inconsistent wav to appraise the nicrits of self 
and others： lhe generic index structural pressure on a construct proviclc.s detail 
t(> thc first approx imat ion of n person's valvic and lx: l icf syMcin fu i i I incd hcrc in 
te"ns of polarity. A typical pngo of an icJeniity insiniincnt will bc proscniccl in 
the fo l lowing. 
In this example, one has used the bipolar construct fights hack/doesn't think it 
belps to appraise others in tcnns of the strength io wh ich one perceives them 
35 possessing the contrasting qualit ies, also lo appraise orl'eseIf currently and in 
the past, and crucially as one aspires to be ("me as I w o u l d like to be", the ideal 
self-image). The centre-zero scale itself provides no indication of the favourable 
or unfavourable evaluative connotat ions o f one's construct, the latter being 
determined by reference to one's aspiration as indicated by one's rating o f one's 
EXAMPLE A 9-polnt centrc-zcro scidc uscd lo obtain a person's 
construai of entities 
、 
fC_ructj! nght5 cJocsn't th ink 
back — • it hc lps 
^ 3 2 1 0 r 2 3 ^ 
[FM(ityn,} X 
nu in i 0 
dad — 
0 
• . X 
sistcr 一 一 - 一 一 ————一一一 0 
f r iend — • 一 — — — — — 一 一 
0 
Hngli.sh _x 
l )oys " • ~0 
Wcsi Indian ^ 
； 8'rls 一 - … lT . 
mc as 1 arn 一 — — 一 一 j ^ — 
now* 0 — 一 
mc as 1 usc"! 一 一 — — — — 一 — x 
to b c " 一 "5" 
mc :xr, I w o i ' M /:.. 一 _ — 一 — — 一 _ 
‘ l ikc io l ) r , " 一 - ^ 
appicnt icc:： 一 一 一 - — — — — — — 
0 
c i c . - - — • 一 ——一一一一一 
0 
• CurrcrH sclf-iin:ip,c /Dr-'i.'i f.. j. ‘ 
*• F'ast sclf-invAKc lP.iUUy /：,.. 
… I c l c n I sclf-ininf^c ll:ntHy // 
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ideal sclf-i inagc. ln t h u car,c, fights bock is tl ic characteristic onc a s p i r c 5 t«> 
possess, lwv ing thc (Vn.oi;i:<blt. or posil ive cvalviniivc connotat ion (poInr i iy 1). 
thouRh sclf is aiTTcnlly :>ppini5C'J as (CTiJirig iownids docsn 't think it hcl/js and 
self in thc past mucl i " )of( : so. 
Another person, t l i ink inp per l iapr tli?.( lhcrc is too nuich grafui lous conf rontat ion 
in the wor ld generally, niay :ispirc inslcad towards docsn 't think it helps (to .fight 
fc«cW for w h o m this qrial i iy woui f l havc j)or.ilivc connolat ions (polar i ty 2). 
Thc polarity of p ccri5(mct clcrioIc'. whct l icr i(s lcfl- or r ight-hand po ic iins 
favourable ronnotniion.s f.)r tho pcison. Polarity 1 denotes a favourable lcft- l ini i r ! 
polc, polnri ty 2 ;< fnv()urni)ic right-haiicl polc. 
！ In practice, o f coutsc, pc0pIc'5 iisc of coi^Mruct5 of tcn tends to lx: complcx 
ancJ condi l ional on circumstances, and thc polarity of a construct as asccr laincd 
hc、rc is on ly a first approx imat ion concern ing a single element o f a person's value 
and bel ief systcin. Examples o f the complexi t ies and thc apparent " inconsistencics" 
in using constructs arc elalxDraiecJ further in Weinrcich ( l '980) and for w h i c h 
rescarch evidcncc is prov ided in ot l icr texts rc fcrcnccd in thLs paper. 
产 
Designation of a Person's Valuc System 
Tl>c polarity o f each o f onc's constructs is determined by h o w one rates onc.s 
i(ieal sclf-imaRP. Those polcs one uses to describe one's ideal scl f- i inage arc 
dcf i iKxl as posi l ivc (such as figh!s back is def ined as thc po-siOvc po lc o f (hc 、 
consiruc-l in l l ie above example) . Thc alternative polcs arc assuinccl 10 represent 
comra-val i ics, naincly, ones wh i ch contrast w i i h o.ne'.s idcnl self- i inagc (such ;is 
" ‘ : '《"7 think it helf>s). On the fcw occasions w h c n onc cJocs not app ly a cons l r i i c i 
10 f)i.c's idca! sdf.im:4;1:, proxies such as "a goocl fricncl" or "a h:\d person" a iv 
usccJ U) ciefinc ils polar i ly . As a total set, the polar i i ics of a person's consiruct 
m . as5i>imcd to define that person's posit ive and conir; i -valuc sysicin. Cons(aicts 
wl)ic.li nic nc i lhcr personal nor social, and wh ioh arc w i thou i cv; i iu: i i ivc co iu io-
t-Ttionr., ;irc exc ludcd f io tn ihis sct. 
Conversion of a Fci son's BasJc Ratiiig ScaIc Data to "Scorcs" 
UsccI ln CompiiU^tions (sj, j) 
Thc rHting a person gives lo an enti ty o n a ccntre-7.cr0 ( o " s U i i c i scalc canno l 
k convened to a "scoic" to bc u.scd in com|)maUon.s, unt i l iho po lar i iy o f ihc ‘ 
constnic i for lhnt par l i ru ln i pcrson is known . 
「(、r :’ny c0n5imci lhcrc nio Iwo pos.sil)lc poliiritics. depending on wlicllK,r thc 
i(!cal .sclf-inupc (c)t p i o x y ) is r^iecl lo thc lcf l or rif;l)i of ihc 7.cr0 卩。“化 Whc.n 
叙’ iclc:il sclf-iin:i{.c is r;i ictl io ihc lcfl o f /c ro . ihc poiar i ty i ‘ :（ lcfmcd ;is p -】. 
In l l i is cnsc'. [hc C()nvcrsion of a rat ing for aii c. i l i ty 1-, o n tho j ih r o n s i a i c l 
. [M(K-Ci'iJs i>S follows： 
l'()i polar i ly P - 】 
Construci sc;iIc j — 一 一 — 丄 . 一 
‘^ . � 2 1 0 � 2 气 T 
scorcs (s,.,) - 4 - 3 - 2 - I 0 1 2 3 4 . 
^ Identification 98 
I:or cxn;nplc, ？ pcrr.on conslmcs entity E； al po in l 3 to l l ic right of ihe zero 
|>oin( ii.sing his oi hcr jth con.Mrvici w i i l i po!i ir i ty P - 1. This nuing beconics a 
ncg ;u iw scorc： .Sj, | - - 3 
Thc scc()nd polnrity, clcfinrcl :is P - 2, :irises when thc idcnl .【.cir-ininpc is ratc(l 
lD thc rij^lil of l lu: /.cro inicl poin l . Conversion of r;Uings in ..••nrx、is thcn a5 
f()ll()WS: 
f'f)t pi)l;irity r =• 1 
Cons^ njd scale j — — — — —— 
4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 
scores (s,,|) - 4 - 3 - 2 - 1 0 1 2 3 4 
In thi5 instance, a person's rating of an entity Ej at poinl 3 to the right of the zero 
point becomcs a positive score： Sij - 3, for the jth construct w i th polari ty P - 2. 
The process of el ici t ing meaningful and relevant constructs for individuals is 
not always successful, nor may the indiv idual use each construct when appraising 
every entity. The respondent has the clear opt ion of using the mid-point zcro 
category of the scale, wh ich corresponds to "no score” and has no part in ihe 
computat ion of identity structure parameters. 
Ego Ratings of Constructs (aj) 
A further precaution against assuming that all conMnicts arc equal ly important 、 
usc5 thc person's ego rating of cach constaict rankcci on a 5-point 5calc. f rom tl ic 
least important (a - 1) to thc moM important (a，5) . ln thc casc of no in format ion 
about a person's ego ratings, mid-point ratings (a - 3) contribute to Uic computations. 
Current Erapathctic IdentiURicatlon with Another Group (中》 
The extent o f one's ident i f icat ion w i t h another is def ined as the degree o f similari ty 
between the qualities one attributes to lhe other, whether "good" or "bad", ancJ 
those of one's current self-image. 
Current empathetic ident i f icat ion w i th entity Ec 
V' =E(nE| 
‘ =(F.;nE,-)4(E;nF.,-) 
= E;+F-; ‘ 
whcrc E^  denotes one's consimal of onc's a i r r cn t .sclf-iniage, and K*, E" dcno lc 
the positive and negative aitribvitcd characteristics of lhe entity in quest ion. 
(A worked example o f lhe computat ional procedure for H' j is g iven in 
Wcinrcich, 19B0, p. A H ) . Thc rangc of vali ies for n person's currcnt cmpathc i ic 
identi f ication w i i l i anot l icr is 7.ero to uni ty, thai is. f rom an ;>bscncc of to conip lc to 
identi f ication w i th lhe othcr in quest ion. 
^ Identification 99 
IdcaUstk-identillcation with Another or Croup (f；) 
The extent of one's icleaIistic-identificaiion wi th another is defined as thc 
similarity between the qualities one attributes to the othcr and thosc one wou ld 
like to possess as part of one's ideal scIf-imagc. 
Let I represent lhe idea! self-image attributes and E! those of the other, then 
Idealislic-iclenlification wi th entity E): 
f l = ^ 
where, in practice, the overlap between I and E, is represented by the posit ive 
attributes E|, since ihe ideal self-image, I. is assumed to be synonymous w i th 
the person's value system (that is, the positive poles o f the constructs). 
(A worked example of the computat ional procedures for f | is given in Weinreich. 
1980. p. A l6 ) . The range of values for a person's idealistic-identif ication w i th 
another is zero to unity, that is, f rom an absence of to complete ident i f icat ion 
wi th the other in question. 
Contra-idcntification wiOi Another or Group (<I>|) 
The cxtcnt of onc's con(ra-idcniif ication wi th another is defined as thc similarity 、 
b c t w c c " the qualities onc attributes to (he oiher and ihosc from which onc wou ld 
wish to dissociaic. __ 
Let I represent the contra-vali ic system (the poles o f one's constructs contrary 
to those designating one's ideal self-image), then 
Contra-identif ication wi th entity Ej： 
^, l^Ej ¢1 = - ^ 
I 
i r ^ E , is represented by the negative attributes of E‘，that is. E". 
(A worked example of lhc computat ional procedure for 0 \ is given in Weinrcich 
1980, p. A16). The range of values for a person's contra-identi f ication w i i h another 
is zcro to uni iy. lhat is, f rom no contra-idemif icat ion to complcte contra-icienti-
Hcaiion wi t l i thc o(iicr in qucsi ion. 
Identification Conflict wlth Another or Group (K0 
ln tcnns of one's current self-imagq fhc extent o f one's identif ication confl ict 
witl) another is clcfincd as a nui l t ipl icai ivc funct ion of one's current cmpathct ic 
identif ication and contra-identif ication w i th that other. 
• Algebraically, a person's confl ict in identific21ion w i t h some other or group is 
cJcfinc(l as follows： 
Current confl ic l in identif ication w i th entity Ej： 
K^ = V((current idenuncation)； (conlni-iclenLification),) 
= / 5 ^ . 
where 4'J" and ¢ ^ are given by the expressions above. 
^ Identification 100 
Thc square root of tlic product is taken so that thc indcx for idcnlification 
conflict ( K [ ) remains a linear parameter. 
(Tlie characicristics of this parameter arc discussed in Weinreich, 1980’ p.A18). 
The range of values for a person's connict in identification with another is zcro 
to unity, thal is, from no conflicted identification wi ih that other to the maximum 
thcoretically possible, though psychologically unlikely. 
OvcraU Identity Diffusion (AJ 
Thc degrcc of onc's identify diffusion is dcrincd as ihe overall dispersion and 
magnitude of onc's idcntification conflicts with others. 
l G , K ^ 
Overall currcnt identify diffusion: A 
t . . l G , 
I 
where KJ is the person's current conflict in identification wi th entity E, (given 
above) and G, is lhe person's ego involvement with entity E, (see below). G, 
represents the importance of the entity E, to. or the impact that it has on. the 
person: it is an assessment of the person's involvement with the entity in question, 
ln other words, thc magnitude of one's identification conflict with each entity is 
weighted by onc's dcgrcc of involvement with ii. Whcn the dispersion of one's 
connicts in identification wi th others is assessed, the morc important or infK】emial 
emities are given the greater weight. 、 
(Fimher refinements to the identity diffusion parameter are given ln Weinreich 
1980, p.A19). Identity diffusion ( A , ) can thepreUca!ly range from zero to unity! 
though in practice lhe upper limit is psychologically not viable. , 
Evaluation of Another ( R ( E , ) ) 
One.s evaluation of another is defined as one's overall assessment of the other 
in lcrms of the positive and negative evaluative conno(a(ions of the anributes 
()nc consmies in that other, in accordance with one's value system. 
In general, the evaluation of any entity E^  is given by the extent io which 
positive and negative characteristics are attributed to it, diat is, 
, I " ) ^ i . l 
Evaluation of entity Ec R(E‘）= ~! -
1 ^ 1 1 , 
I 
wlu^re, if thc entity obtains a score s , , - 0 . then v , - 0 . o(henvise v , - a , This 
mcans that the person's evaluation o f ano(her is based only on those constmas 
usccJ lo appraise lhal othcr. Irrelevant ratings (zcro scores) do no( contribute to 
ihc coinputafion. Compensation for characicrisiic cliffcrenccs in r c s p o n ^ style 
acrms individuals is achieved through ..normalising_ cvalumion.s R(EO against thc 
maximum value (max R). irrespcciive of sign, ob(ained for the sci of entities 
consiQied by the respondent, tl\at is, , 
r ( 
^Normalised" evaluation of entity E<： R ( E , ) = 只( [‘ ) . 、 
|max R| I 
^ Identification 101 
The index of "normalised" evaluation can range from -1.00 to +1.00, f rom a 
whol ly unfavourable to a whol ly favourable evaluation. Since the scores (St j^) are 
anchored in the individual's value system, ascertained by reference to the ideal 
self-image (me as I wouki like to be), the ^normalised" evaluation parameter is 
referenced in terms of one's ideal self. 
EvaluaUon of Current (Past) ScIf (R(EJ and R(Ep)) 
One's evaluation of one's currcnt (past) self is defirled as one's overall 
self-assessment in terms of the positive and negative evaluative connout ions of 
the attributes one construes as making up one's current (past) self-image, in 
accordance wi ih one's value system. 
"Normalised" evaluation of current self-image: 
H(H. ) = ^ •• 
max R| 
fT 
whcre R(E^) is given by the expression for R(E,) where i 爾 c, the current self-image. 
"Normalised" evaluation of past sclf-image： 
• R (E . ) 
R ( E p ) = - i ~ ~ V 
^ |max R 
、 
where R (Ep) is given by the expression for R(Ei) where i - p, the past self-image. 
ScU-csteem (S) 
One's self^sleem is defined as one's overall self-assessment in evaluative tcrms 
of the continuing relationship between one's past and current self-images, in 
accordance with one's value system. 
One's self-esteem is interpreted as a combined assessment of one's evaluation 
of onc's currcnt and past sclf-imagcs. It is expressed algcbraicaIly as the weiglnct) 
suin of one's normalised evaluations of onc's currcnt sclf-image and onc's past 
sclf-imagc, that i.s. 
. 。f , G , R ( F , ) ^ G , R ( E ^ ) 
Sc lks tcem: S = , 
G ( + G p 
where ihe weightings are Gc and Gp. one's ego involvement in one's current ancl 
past sclf-images rcspcctively. 
The parameter of sel f^steem given by the above expression ranges from -1.00 
to +1.00, from whol ly negative to whol ly positive, lhe reference point again bcing 
the ideal self. This definit ion of self~csteem takes into account the notion that 
the individual's oasi self-image contributes to lhe on-going self^valuat ive proc-
esses as assessed in lerm.s of one's aspirations (ideal selO, and conforms lo lhe 
I5A definit ion of identity. The components past self and current self evaluations 
wi l l give evidence of whether these processes are progressively developmental 
(more positive current than past selD, or anli<ievelopmental (less positive current 
than past selO. 
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